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n Exhortation to an Holy Life, uith Mitives thereto, 


T's very fad to conſider, not only how few Nations 
there are in the World which profeſs Chriſtianity, 
bar alſo! of thoſe who do profeſs it, how few there 

comparatively chat live according: to their Profeſſion: 

herefore it well beſeems all Chriſt's Faithful Servants, 
ecially the Miniſters of his Goſpel, to uſe their utmoſt 
deavours, by Life and Doctrine, by publick and private 
hortations, by Preaching and Writing, and by all the 
ays they are capable, to promote true Piety and Holi. 

Samong all ſorts of Men, whether High or Low, Rich 

Poor, withourwhich no Man can be Happy, either in 

World or that to come. And though I well know: 

t, thanks be to Gad, we abound with Multitudes of 

ellent Books written to this End; yet are nor ſuch 

t Inſtruftions as theſe that follow, to be condemned 

eleſs, ſince they will, it's like, be more generally dif 
ſed, and that amongſt the very meaneſt of the People, 
may more eaſily be resd and remembred by ſuch ag 

e neither Time to read large Books, nor Money to buy 
m. With ſuch as theſe J have occaſion often to meet, 
for their Sakes chiefly it is that I publiſh this little 
r; being encouraged thereto by ſome Pious Perſons, 
b of City and Country, who intend to give ſome of 

away to Poor People about them, and thought os 
$ might do the like. "OT may it pheaſe God to give 
; | 2 


J e Chriffian M,, 
Dleſſing to ſuch 2 mean Undertkin as this, \and ſuc 
ceed it to the Good of Souls, I*thall lictie regard the 
Cenſures of the Curious: ene the ſaying I hay 
ſome where met with of'a devout Writer to this pur 
Poſe, That he was deſirous his Book ſhould be ſcattere 
Abroad upon Pedlars Stalls; and thence come into t 
Hands of common People, for the increaſing of 'Know 
Jedge and Piety, rather than be ſolemnly laid up a 
buried in the Libraries of the Learned. 

Wherefore, without any more Preface, I ſhall adde 
my ſelf to you, for whoſe ſake T write cheſe Lines, 25 
Perſuaſive to an Holy and Religious Life. Now, in or 
der thereto, let me beſeech you to look back upon you 
Lives paſt, and call your ſelves to an account, whetheri 
has been your Care and Study to live in ſuch a God! 
Manner as becomes thoſe who are Baptized in the Nan 
of Chriſt, and after him are called Chriſtians, Hag 
you well conſidered what is the meaning of this Nam 
and what Engagement you lie under to an Holy Life! 
taking it upon you ih Baptiſm? And do you keep welli 
Mind your Baptiſmal Vow, wherein you renounced i 
Devil, the World, and the 'Fleſh ; and promiſed to 
Chriſt's Faithful Soldiers and Servants, and ſo to con 
nue all the Days of your Life? Have you ſo far unde 
ſtood and conſider'd theſe things; that you have made 
your chief Buſineſs to walk accordingly ? Do you wat 
carefully, and fight manfully againſt'your ſpiritua] 
mies? Do you live as thoſe that believe the Goſpel. | 
cerely endeavouring in all things to know the Will 
Cod, and do it? Since you take Chriſt's Name in y 
Mouth, ate you careful to depart from all Iniquity?! 
a Word, is this your greateſt Study and Defign, to pl 
and glorify God, and to work out your own Salvation 
If your Conſcience can truly witneſs for you, that it 
indeed ſo, and that wherein at any Time you fall ſhort, 
do amiſs, you are heartily grieved for it, and do daily ou 
bour to amend and grow better: If it be thus with je 
I ſay; then bleſs God for his Grace and Mercy, hold 
and proſper, and fear not but God will be with you; 
will own you as his Children, and for his Son Jeſu 
ſake, will both pardon your Sins, and aſſiſt you by pn 
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the receive you to Glory, | 
Bat pray deal Faiehfally with your own Souls, and tell 
ur me, has it not been quite otherwiſe with you? Have you! 
rei not contented your ſelves with the bare Name and Pro- 
tui ſeſſion of Chriſtianity, and in the mean time lead an ill 
ow Courſe of Life, directly contrary to your Profeſſion ? 
ay Have you not lived in wilful Ignorance of your Duty, 

or in groſs" Sins againſt your Knowledge? Do not the 

reli Temptations of the Deviſ, the Allurements of the World 
5 Wand the Fleſh many times prevail more with you, than 
the Commands of Almighty God, and the Voice of your 
own Conſcience? Are you not wont to negle& God's 
Worſhip and Service, both in the Church and at Home ? 
Yea, do you not prophane his Holy Name by Swearing and 
urfing? Are you not often guilty of Lying ind Slans 

lering; of Cozening and Cheating, if not of down right 
A \ DA Do you not in your Anger uſ railing and re- 


fe Mrilin nguage > Or, do you not live in Envy und Ma- 
ell ice, ſeeking for Revenge of thoſe that have done you 
deny Injury? Do you not allow your ſelves in Drunken» 
to Meß and Whoredom, or ſome other known and wilful 


in? To be ſhort, Is there not ſomething or other in 
is World that you love more than you do God himſelf, 
nd 1 Are you not much more concerned 
Wor your Bodies, than for your precious Souls? And do 
you not more earneſtly ſeek for Food and Raiment, and 
he good things of this Life, than after that Eternal 
ingdom of Glory which God hath promiſed to his 
aithful:Servants in the World to come? 
If this indeed be your Caſe, I beſeech you make 2 
dtand; and conſider well what you have been doing; 


old on in ſuch evil Courſes. Humbly beg of God to make 


you duly ſenſible of your Sin and Danger, and to keep 
1 yolbe Senſe thereof ſo cloſe to your Minds, that you 
11d nay be brought not only, to mourn for your Sins, but to 
u; Woath and abhor them, and utterly to forſake the ſamey 
Jc [uÞenceforths reſolving, by the Grace of God, whol 


ue] Grace 3 he wall guide you by his Counſe), and at length if 


what! a ſad and dangerous Condition you have brought: 
your ſelves into, and what the End of it will be if you 


ly to 
vec up your ſelves to his Service, and to walk ſiedfaſtly / 
C 1281 in 
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in thoſe, holy and good Ways which he hes appointed 
yah. This is that to which T do moſt Aan deſite to 
perſuade you. And that I may do my utmoſt to prevail 
with you, I ſhall lay before you ſome very weighty Ar- 
guments, which I requeſt you ſeriouſly to pon 
ou read them, and God grant they may have their due 
ſffect upon the Heart of every Reader. Amen. 

I. That you may be-prevailed with to become God's 
faithful Servants, conſider, firſt,  Thet- this was the great 
End for which God made you, and keeps you alive, and give 
you ſo many Mercies of all ſorts, You cangell, I hope, that 

made ynu, and that he made you to ferye him, by 
living according to his Commandments. Theſe are ſome 
of thoſe firſt things which Children learn; and it were 


er of zi. 


well, if when they are grown up to be Men and Wo. i; 


men, they wauld uſe ſeriouſly to think of them, and pre: 
Riſe accordingly, The: wiſe God has made all Creature 
for ſome, good End or other, and he has fitted them all 
for thoſe Ends and. Purpoſes: For which he made them. 
To Man therefore he has given the Uſt of Reaſon, chief. 
ly.to fit him for Religion, and to render him capable of 
knowing, loying and-ſerving his great Creator and Bere- 
factor; And it is Religion which makes the great Diffs. 
rence betwixt a Man and a Beaſt : For brute” Creatures 
_ no Knowledge of God, no Regard. to him, but are 
wholly led by their Senſes; and mind +nothing elſe but 
What is before them here in this World. But the pooreſt 
Man on Earth, who has the uſe of his Reaſon, is neat 
akin to the very Angels themſelves; his Nature is like 
theirs, and but a little below them, ſo that he may be 

much taken up in the ſame holy Works, that they are 
employed in, even in loving, and praiſing, and adoring 


the great and good God. To this End he may ſtudy both 


the Works and the Word of God, which reveal him to 
us, and ſhould continually put us in mind of him. And 
all the good things we enjoy ſhould ſtill make us ſenſible 
of the goodneſs of God from whom they come; and fil 
our Hearts with Love and Thankfulneſs, and our Mouths 
with Bleſſing and Praiſe. This is the moſt proper Uſe of 
our Reaſon, and this God moſt juſtly expeRs from us tes 
ſonable Creatures; and even this the poor Man may 


render 


| The Chriſtian Monitor. 
ender without any Hindrance to his daily Labours ; and 
ay ſtill keep ſuch an awful Senſe of God upon his 
ind, as may reftrain him from wilful Sin, and make him 
zreful always to pleaſe his Maker. And fo our Reaſon 
vas given to bridle and govern our Appetites, our Luſts 
nd Paſſions ; chat we ſhould not be led away into Glut» 
ony and Drunkennefs, into Wantonneſs and Unclean» 
ies, nor into Rage and Fury, like brure Beaſts that 
uve no Underſtanding. But ſhould live ſobetly ay 
baſtely, quietly and peaceably with all Men, doing the 

Il the good we can. For ſuch holy Purpoſes as theſe 
hiefly was our Reaſon beſtowed on us, and therefore in 
his Manner ought it to be employ'd. Certainly, ſince 
od hath made us of a Nature ſo much better than 
dirds or Beaſts, he expeRs from os other Works and 
ervices than he does from them. They know nothing 


f another - Life after this, but when they dye, there's 
Ead of *them. But to us hath God given Immortal 
ouls, of more Value than the whole World, and for 
is End hath he created us, that we might ſerve and 
onour him here in this Life, and ſo may live with him, 
nd enjoy him for ever in the World ro come. 
Now, if this be the End of our Creation, ought we 
ot to live up to it? Do we not ſee all other things zu- 
ver the End for which they were made? The Sun gives 
ighe by Day, and the Moon by Night. The Earth 
rings forth Corn and Graſs, and the Trees bear Fruit. 
be Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, with many other 
creatures, afford us much Service and Benefit. 
ball Man alone be uſeleſs and unfruitful, to live to no 
ood Purpoſe ? When they are all ſo ready to ſerve us, 
ball nor we chearfully ſerve him that made us for his 


od Went us into the World only to eat and drink, to flee 
nd play, or to work hard for a poor Livelihood. If this 
ful Wrere MN” wn had berter have been made brure Creatures, 
the We never have been made at all: Much leſs can we think 
0" Whit the Holy God made us on purpoſe to fin againſt him, 
o diſhonour his Name, and provoke him to Anger. He 


God that made them, nor have they any Knowledge 


And 


wn Service ? Surely we cannot think that the wiſe God 


id not give us Reafon'to make us crafty and cunning _ 9 
the | 
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our Neigbbours. He did not give us Tongues to Swen 
and Curie with, or to talk fooliſhly and filthily ; ler uf 
not then uſe them to any ſuch ill Purpoſes., AM Godi 
has given us precious immortal Souls, let us not live like 
Beaſts that periſh, wallowing in the Mire of baſe ſenſull 

uſts and Pleaſures. By this means we become work 
than Brutes themſelves, for we debaſe our own Nature, 
we abuſe our Reaſon to our own Shame and Hurt, and to 

od's Diſpleaſure, Thus we croſs the End of our Creatif 
on, and are more ſtupid and ungrateful than the very Or 
or Aſs ; For they know their Owner, and do good Service 
to thoſe that keep and feed them, 1/a. I. 2, 3. O let u 
not give God cauſe to complain of us, as he there does 
the Jews, that he nouriſhed and brought up Children, au 
they rebelled againſt him: Think how grievous it is to you 
that have Children, after all your Care and Kindneſs, ab 
ter all your Coſt and Labour, to have them prove tub: 
born and diſobedient, looſe and idle Prodigals. O ſee 
then that you be not ſuch towards your heavenly Father 
who made you and preſerves you, and every Day rene 
his Mercies upon you. He keeps us alive, and makes 
our Lives comfortable. He gives and continues to ut 
our Reaſon and Senſes, our Health and Strength, Fool 
and Raiment, and all the good things we enjoy. He ſux 
plies our Wants, and helps us in all our Diſtreſſes. H 
gives us Light by Day, and Reſt by Night, He enable 
us to follow our Callings, and gives a Blefling to © 
Labour, that we may provide for our ſelves and Familie 
And does not this good God well deſerve all the Lon 
and Service which we can poſſibly render him? O ho! 
can we find in our Hearts wilfully to offend him whi 
thus delights in doing us good! Fool:ſh and unthankfd 
Wretches we are, thus ill to requite the Lord for all hi 
Loving kindneſs. We could not deal ſo with any Fr ien 


he know how to cozen and cheat 


loving to us. Are not Servants bound to work for then 
who U them and pay them Wages ? and oug 
not Children to obey their Parents who begot them, ao 
brought them up? How much more then ought we 


pri 
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rolongs it from one Day to another, when he could in 
Moment cut us off in our Sins, and throw us into Hell? 
jut in much Mercy he ſpares us, and gives us ſpace to 
epent, and is very unwilling to deſtroy us, and there» | 
ore waits long to be gracious to us. O then let bis Pa» 
jence and his Goodneſs at laſt have this happy Effect 
pon us; let it lead us to true Repentance, and ever 
ereafter engage us to Diligence and Conſtancy in his 
jervice. Rom. 2. 4. 2 Pet. 3. 9. | 
II. To which purpoſe conſider again, that this was the 
nd for which God ſent his Son Jeſus into the World, even to 
ek and ſave us loit and miſerable Sinners, to bring us to 
tepentance and Newneſs of Life, that ſo we might be 
ſtored to the Love and Favour of God, which we have 
oſt by ſinaning againſt him. Our fick Parents, adam and 
ve, were created in a very Holy and Happy Eſtate, but 
ey fell from it by ſinning againſt God, and ſo came all 
ifery into the World; and then did our Heavenly Fa- 
er take pity on us, and ſent his own Son out of his Bo- 
m to be our Saviour and Redeemer, to reform us from 
War Sins, and fo to deliver us from Miſcry : Firſt he will 
Wake us Holy, and then we ſhall be made Heppz. For as 
lan loſt his Happineſs by diſobeying God's Command, 
he muſt recover it by becoming obedient to his Will 
all things. To this end hath the Lord Jeſus fully re- 
led God's Will to us, when we were in Ignorance and 
arkneſs. He hath given us Holy Precepts for the Rule 
our Life: and made moſt rich and precious Promiſes 
i perſuade us to our Duty, and denounced dreadful 
Whrceatnings to affcight us from Wickedneſs. | 
And when we had deſerved the Wrath of God for our 
Dos, then did Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious Blood 
make Attonement for us, and to obtain our Pardon and 
Wrgiveneſs. He died for our Offences, and roſe again 
our Juſtification, Rem. 4 25. And in his Goſpel he 
th given full Aſſurance of God's good Will to Mankind, 
at he will be merciful to us and pardon us if we crul 
pent of our Sins, and forſake them. Thus hath Chri 
ened a Door of Hope for us, to encourage us to return 
God; For if there had been no Hopes of Mere we 
duld never have been wow to Repentance, but oP 
<..", —_ 


me 


- . Chriſt accounts none to be his Friends but thoſe t 
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Kke the Devils themſelves, ſhould have remained full 0 
Hatred and Malice #gaiaſt God, utterly deſpairing « 
Relief from him. But whilſt the Death of Chriſt does ſo 
much engage and encourage us to forſake our Sins, it gives 
not the leaſt Encouragement to our Continuance in them. 
Let us not think that Chriſt &ied for our Sins, that wei 
might have Liberty to live in them, and yet be ſaved x 
the laſt: No; but he came to ſave us from our Sins, no 
in them. He makes us Bleſſed by turning us from on 
Iniquities. He died to redeem us from a vain and evi 
Converſation, to purify our Hearts and reform our Live 
and make us a peculiar People, zealous of good Work 
Mat. 1. 21. 4, 3. 26. Tit. 2. 14. 1 Fer. 1. 18. 
he Death of Chriſt for us vile Sinners, ſhews the i 

ite Love of God, in finding out this Way for our Sil 
vation: Bur then it ſhews alſo what an evil thing Sin 
and how hateful to God, ſince he would not pardon u 
without the ſuffering of his own dear Son on our Ac 
count. And therefore if the Conſideration of all this doe 
not bring us to hate and abhor our Sins, and to love ar 
ferve our God and Saviour, we zie never like to hana; 
any Benefit by Chriſt's Death. All our Profeffions of lofper 
ving him, and believing in him, will ſtand us in no ſte 
without obeying him. True ſaving Faith in Chriſt i 
that which works by Love, both to God and our Neighbou 


keep his Commandments, and to ſuch only will he gr 
— on and Salvation, Gal. 5 6 Jobn 15. 14. Heb. 5. 
1TJohn; 8. | OL 
Sine then, the -ever Bleſſed Jeſus, the Son of Ge 
came down from Heaven, became a Man, and died a mo 
ainful Death upon the Crofs, that he might fave us fra 
in and Miſery ; ſhall we not accept of him as our Lo 
and Saviour, who comes to deliver us from the Power 
the Devil, and our own Luſts, to make us the Child! 
of God, and Heirs of Glory, which is a thouſand tim 
greater Deliverance than that of the 1ſratlires from i 
Egyptian Bondage? Will you not be moved by all th 
Chriſt, hath done and ſuffered for you? Shall not!“ 
Love onſtrain you to Love him, and to hate all 5 
which was che of his Sufferings ? Will you A 
und 


D Chriſtian nor, 'S 
under Foot his moſt precious Blood, and even crucifie 
him afreſh, and again put him to open Shame ? Thus in 
ſome ſort do wicked Men uſe their Saviour, whilſt they 
go on in their Sins, which are ſo — him. They 
chat lie and cozen for a little Goin, what do they 
Jin Judas ſell away Chriſt for Money? They that live in 
ff Hatred and Malice, and do Miſchief to their 
of bours, do in effect run the Spear into Chriſt's Side, and 
uu drive Nails jim his Hands and Feet. And they that 
vi give themſelves to Riot and Drunkenneſs, do even mingle 
es Gall and Vinegar for him to di ink. They do all that in 
them lies, by their ſinful Pleaſures, to put him again in- 
to Agonies and Pains. But on the other hand it is a 
Delight to our Saviour to ſee us humbled for our Sins, 
nd reſolved to forſake them. He will readily andef- 
Qually interceed for us with our heavenly Father, 'who 
Ss moſt willing to receive returning Prodigals. There is 
oy in Heaven when Sinners on Earth repent. Even this 
Pur return to God by true Repentznce, is the beſt Re- 
ompence we can make to our Bleſſed Saviour for all his 
Pains and Sofferings. When the Pleaſure of the Lord proſe 
ers in his Rand by the Converſion of Sinners, he'then fees 
he Travel of bis Soul, and is ſati:fied, Wa. 63 10, 17. And 
Whall we not afford this Satisfaction to our Redeemer, 
ho hath undergone ſo much for our ſakes, and ſtill out 
f his tender Love to our Souls follows us with fach 
arneft Invitations to come to him for Life and Happi- 
eſs? Could we deny him this moſt reaſonable Requeſt; 
we ſaw him now in Perſon ſtanding before us, beſeech- 
g us to turn and live? and this he now does by his 


mah pirit and by his Miniſtry: But that leads me to the next. 


III. Conſider therefore, that this alſo was the End for 
bich the Holy Gboſt is given, and all the Means of Grace af. 
e, even to ſandtiſie our Hearts, and make us an ho- 
ilch and obedient People. God knows the Weakneſs and 
rimorruprion-of our Nature, and therefore in great Mer- 
m be affords the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to enlighe- 
our Minds, and purifie our Hearts ; to renew and 
ange our Natures, and guide us in the Ways of Holineſs 
re, that ſo-we may be fitted for Eternal Happineſs with 

e moſt holy God in the life to come. Fob. n 
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And for this End were the Holy Scriptures written by 
Men aſſiſted and inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, to be a Light 
to our Feet, and a Lanthorn to our Path, to dire& us in 
the plain way to everlaſting Life, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17. 
And the Holy Sacraments were appointed for the increale 
of Grace to all that make a right uſe of them. And our 
Bleſſed Saviour did at firſt ſend abroad his Apoſtles to 
Preach the Goſpel to all the World, and hath ever ſince 
continu'd a Succeſſion of Miniſters in his Church, whoſe 
ſtanding Office is to adminiſter the Word and Sacra 
ments, to watch over the Souls of the People, to inſtru& 
and admoniſh them both in Pablick and Private, and to 
uſe their utmoſt Diligence to bring them to the Kudw. 
ledge and love of God, and of his Son Jeſus. And Ged. 
is ever ready. to accompany. their Endeavours with his 
Bleſſing. Do you not often feel his good Spirit putting 
good Thoughts and Motions into your Mind, inclining 

ou to that which is holy and good, checking and re. 

raining you, when you are running into Evil? But on 
the other hand, it's the Evil Spirit, even the Devil him. 


ſielf, that tempts you to Sin, and would hinder you from n 


our Duty. It's the Devil that tempts Men to Pride, and I 
alice, and to all manner of Wickedneſs. For he being 
a proud, malicious, and moſt wicked Spirit, would have Pef 
Men to be like himſelf, that ſo they may for ever be mi- Noll 
ſerable with him. Will you not then reſiſt the Devil, the 
grear Enemy of your. Souls, and be led and guided by 
's good Spirit, and follow his Motions, and the Di: 
rections of his Word, which lead to Happineſs? O do 
not grieve this bleſſed Spirit, who alone can give us true 
Comfort, do not reſiſt and quench his Motions, nor pro- 
voke him to depart from you, and leave you to your own 
Luſts, and to the power of Satan, who Lek, your ruin. 
Moreover, as the Devil has his Inſtruments to dra 
Men to Wickedneſs, one ill Man tempting another; ſo Il. 
Miniſters are ſent from God to draw you to Righteouſaeſi 
and Holineſs. They are Ambaſſadors and Meſſengers o 
Chriſt, and do in his Name beſeech you to be reconcile 
to God, who is moſt willing to be reconciled to you, 
ou will but caſt away thoſe wicked Works which pre 
voke him to Anger, 2 Cor. 5. 20. O how will it rejoye 
be: ö the 
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he Hearts of your Miniſters that truly love your Souls,to, 
ee the Succeſs of their Labours, to have you come to 
hem enquiring what you muſt do to be ſaved, declaring 
our Repentance for your former evil Courſes, and your, 
eſolution henceforthto become new Creatures? Certainly, 
e exhort you to nothing but what is highly reaſonable 

nd for your own benefit, whilſt we perſuade you to return, 
the Favour of God. Why then will you not hearken-to. 

If a meſſage of mercy ſhould be ſent you from theKi 

1 hen you were in danger of Death for Rebellion, 25 
ou not moſt gladly and thankfully receive it? and will 
ou not be as thankful and obedient to the King of Kings? 


to 

v. Ind as wiſe to ſave your Souls, as to preſerve your Bodies? 
dd And beſides his Word and Miniſters, God alſo pleads 
ig ich you by his Providences to bring you to Repentance. 
ng ſometimes he ſends Aſflictions to correct you for your 


zults, to ſhew you the Evil of Sin, and draw you hame ' 
d himſelf; and at other times he ſends many Mercies 
I have told you, to ſoften your Hearts, to engage and 
m-Ylure you to bis Service ; and ſuch good Uſe we ought 
om make of all God's Dealings with us. KEEL 
nd} IV. Conſider further what Engagements you lie under to 
ing holy Life by your own Profeſſion, Promiſes and Vor. Lou 
zwe Nofels and call your ſelves Chriſtians, the Diſciples and 
mi-Wollowers of Chriſt: Ought you not then to follow his 
the rample, and obey his Commands, if you will make 
by Pod that Name? You will think it a great diſgrace not 
Di- be taken for a Chriſtian, but for a Turk or Jew. Be- 
doe then leaſt you bring this diſgrace upon your ſelves, 
rue an unchriſtian temper of Mind, and ill courſ⸗ of Life. 
profil you are falſe or cruel, covetous or luſtful, like a Turk 
bun Few, it matters little what you call your ſelves. He 
nota Chriſtian that's one outwardly, but he that has 
e ſame Mind and Spirit that was ia Chriſt Jeſus. God 
ill not at the laſt day judge of Men by their Names 
d Titles, but by their Hearts and Lives. Only it will 
much worſe with a Man that calls himſelf a Chriſtian, 
d yet lives like a Heathen or Inſide l. | 
And pray conſider how by yourBapriſm you are ſolemn- 
liſted under Chriſt's Banner, to fight againſt the Devil, 
e World, and the Fleſh ; and by the keeping this Vow, 


you 


vl 
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you thew your ſelves to be Chriſtians indeed. But if you 
are fed away by the Temptarions of Saran, and do his 
Works, and are enfnared by the Vanities of the World; 
the Lufts and Pleaſures of the Fleſh, you do in effect 
- renounce your Bapriſm. | | 
HBeſides this, have you not renewed the ſame Vow t 
the Holy Communion, there openly proſeſſing your Belie 
in Chriſt Cruciſied, and promiſing Obedience to him ? if 
vou have not received this Holy Sacrament, though you 
have long been at Years of Diſcretion, you then ſhewſÞ 
Four ſelves, by this negle&, to be no Obedient Diſciple 
of Chriſt, ſince you do not obey his plain Commind, 700 
this in Remembrance of him, Luke 22. 19. And indeed 
fear that many careleſs People will not come to the Con 
munion, becauſe they think it would bind them to len 
TERS ONS and holy Life as they have no mind to. By 
do they not caſt off Jeſus Chriſt from being theic Maſt 
who look upon his Commands as too ſtrict and ſevere, x 
will not promiſe to obey him? Yea, do they nor thereb 
even diſown their Baptiſm, by which they were bou 
to this Obedience ? So that the ſame Reaſon which ker 
them from the Communion, it's like, would keep the 
From being Baptized; if it were yet to be done. And wh 
fort of Chriſtians are they that would reje& Chriſti 
© Byptiſm, becauſe it engages them to an Holy Life? 
f you are not guilty of this Neglect, but do ſometin 
tome to the Lord's Supper, to keep up the Remembra 
of his Death and Sufferings. Then pray conſider, that 
«receiving this Holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly re 
your Vows to be Chriſt's faithful Servanrs and Diſcip 
aud to walk in ſincere Obedience to all his holy Laws, 
"you hope for Salvation by his Death. Wherefore mi 
not well beſeech you to uſe all due care to live accord 
to this your Promiſe and Engagement? What a ſhin 
ie for a Man to be falſe to his Word, much more to 
"Oarh? O do nor then break that Oath which you | 
made to God himſelf, by taking this holy Sacrament. 
call to mind if you have not ſometimes on a Sick-bed 
in forme great Danger, made the ſame Promiſe and Ve 
And hes not God ſpared you, to ſee how you would Wand 
form the ſame ? Take heed then of abuſing his Mercy. e 
- breaking your Promiſe, _ 
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Moreover, I might ſhew how your profe ſſing to believe 
ic the Creed, engages you to live well, according to the holy 
d, Faith you profeſs, which is A Doctrine according 10 Godlineſs. 
g But laſtly, the very Prayers you put up to God, lay the 
. Bſame Ingagement on you, even to ſerve and. pleaſe this 
God whom you Worſhip. To inſtance briefly in the 
iefLord's Pray er; whilſt we call God Our Father, &c. ought 
ve not to love and honour him: to obey him, and ſubmit 
o him as our heavenly Father? Whilſt we pray that his 
ame may be Hallowed, his Kingdom come, and his Will done 
n Earth as it is in Heaven, ought we not our ſelves to ho- 
pur his Name, and advance his Kingdom, by obeying 
is Laws, and by doing his will conſtantly and chearful- 
y asthe Angels do in Heaven, to the utmoſt of our Pow- 
? Praying for daily Bread, teaches our Dependance up- 
in God, and engages us to ſerve him by whom we are 
maintained. When we pray God to forgive our Treſpaſſes 
5 we forgive others, this ſtrictly binds us to forgive thoſe 
hat offend us, as ever we hope for Mercy from God. 
ad when we pray wot to be led into Temptation, but deli - 
eren from Evil, this ſhould reſtrain us from running into 
emptation, and make us careful to avoid all Sin and tho 
Dccaſions of it. To the ſame Purpoſe I might alſo men- 
Sion the Prayers of the Church, to which I hope you 
ome frequently. Therein you begin with the Confeſſi - 
n of your Sins, and ought you not to forſake as well as 
confeſs them? And in the end of the Confeſſion, you 
ray God, for Chriſt's ſake, to grant that you may lead godly, 
ghteous and ſober Lives. And almoſt in every Prayer, 
ou will find ſomewhat to this effect. Now I hope you 
e in good earneſt in theſe your Prayers, elſe you mock 
od and affront him, inſtead of -worſhipping him and 
leaſing him. But if you do heartily deſire theſe things 
hich you pray for, then you will do your part for the 
ttainment of them, and will diligently endeavour to 
ve in ſo holy and good a manner, as you pray that you 
ay do. And if you thus add Diligence to your Prayers, 
od's Grace will never be wanting for your Aſſiſtance. 
V. Conſider alſo how juſt and equal all God's Com- 
andments are, ſuch that our own Reaſon cannot but ap- 
ove of them, as being * agreeable to us as we are 
2 rea- 
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reaſonable Creatures. To inſtance in the chief of them. 
Is it not moſt juſt and fit that we ſhould love God-abcve 
all, who is the beſt and moſt perfect of all Beings, and 
from whom we receive all our good things? Ovght we 
not to pray to him who alone can hear and help us, and 
to give Thanks and Praiſe to him, who is the Father of 
Mercies ? Is it not moſt reaſonable that Children ſhould 
obey their Parents, and Subjects their Rulers ? And that 
all Men ſhould live in Peace and Love with one another, 
and ſpeak truly, and deal honeſtly as they would be dealt 
with? Is it not moſt fit and decent for a Man to eat and 
drink moderately, fo as makes moſt for his Health? To be 
modeſt and chaſt in all his Converſation ? Will not every 
Man's own Reaſon acknowledge the equity and firneſs of 
theſe and the like Precepts ? and for ſome that do ſeem 
more ſevere, there may be given very good Reaſons for 
them alſo: So thar plainly, all God's Commands are the 
wiſe and wholeſom Counſels of a moſt tender Father, 
who forbids his Children nothing but what's hurtful, ard 
requires nothing of them but what makes for their own 
Good, even ro deal juſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk hun 
biy with their God, Mic. 6. 8. Chriſt's Toke is eaſie, and hi 
Burden lig he, Mat. rr. 30. God's Service is perfect Free 
dom, as we daily ſtile it in our Prayers: And his Cm 
mandments are not grievous, 1 John 5. 3. Shall we not then 
be ſo dutiful to our Heavenly Father, yea, ſo wiſe for out 
own Good, as to obey theſe moſt reaſonable and gra 
ous Laws which he has given us? So juſt and equal th 
are, that we cannot break them without offering a kind 
of Violence to our ſelves, and going contrary to the Ret 
ſon of our Mind. They are Light to the Eyes, and Joy tot! 
Heart, ſweeter to 4 giod Man than Honey, and the Heng 
comb, as the Pſalmiſt often ſpeaks. As ſditable are God 
Commands to our Natures, and as uſeful and healthful! 
our Souls, as the moſt wholſome Food to our Bodie 
And for a Man to direct his whole Carriage and Behar 
our according to the Laws of God, is as much his Wi 
dom, as it isto go clothed in decent Apparel, and to 
and drink what is good for his Necurijſhmenr. But 
the other hand, for one to run naked about the Streeg 
to fill his Mouth with Mire and Dirt, to cut and mau 
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his own Fleſh, is not a greater ſign of folly and madneſs, 
chan for a Man to live according to his own Luſts, ra- 
1 & ther than after the Laws of God, which are fo agreeable 
e to our Reaſon, and do ſo plainly conduce to pur own 
1 trueſt Intereſt and Advantage, both in this Life, and that 
to come; as will appear by what follows. 
pl VI. Conſider therefore in the next place, that it is a 
it moſt certain Truth, That the leading of an holy and good 
„Lie, is in all reſpects very greatly for à Man's own Benefit and 
It N comfort, even tn this preſent World. Godlineſ: is profitable for 
id ol things : It makes for the Quiet of our Minds, the 
Health of our Bodies, the Encreaſe of our Eſtates, and 
procures us much Credit and Eſteem, much Love and 
good Will among our Neighbours. Yea, it commonly 
brings along with it all manner of Bleſſings, and makes 
he Enjoyment of them more ſweet and pleaſant, ang 
eeps off a great deal of Trouble which wicked Men 
bring upon themſelves, and affords much Support and 


:n{{Waſe under thoſe Afflictions which the Provideace of God 
wnſfinay lay upon us. Inſomuch that no Man, of what Rank 
uad Condition ſoever he be, can lead a truly comfortable 
iLife, except he lead an holy and good Life. All this is 


ret requently taught in Scripture, and may be eaſily mani- 
den eſted by clear Reaſon : Or if that be not ſufficient, it is 
Iso moſt plainly to be diſcerned by daily Experience, 
at they who truly fear God have much moxe Peace and 
traci Comfort in this World, than Wicked and Looſe Livers, 
it make no Conſcience of cheir Ways. 
If I ſhould make the Compariſon only betwixt a ſober 
an and a Drunkard, which do you think has the better 
fitin this Life? How often do the great Drinkers not 
nly waſte their Eſtates, but deſtroy their Health, weak- 
their Brains, and ſkorten their Lives ? How often do 
ey fall inco Quarrels, get Wounds and Bruiſes, and 
metimes Death it (elf, either by fighting, or by one ſad 
hz ccident or other? Sometimes the very Children in the 
Wi eets run after them, ſhouting and making ſport with 
to e em; and if you follow them to their own homes, what 
ut fWlturbance and miſchief do they make there? what ſwear. 
crete and curſing, what brawling and ſcolding, what quar- 
naue ling and fighting is there? what outcries and lamen- 
i | C 3 tations 
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tations do Wife and Children make? Who now perhaps 
are glad to get away for fear of their Lives, as before they 
fat ſtarving for want of that Money which theſe ill Hus- 
. bands walte in the Alehouſe. (A Sin and Shame it is to 
thoſe that entertain them.) And after they have liv'd a 
while at this wild and wicked Rate, the next news com- 
monly is, that either for Debt or for Diſorder they are 
laid up in Priſon, and ſometimes by thoſe very People in 
whofe Houſes they drank away all they got. And now 
they are forced to live upon Bread and Water, and lin- 
ger out a-miſerable hungry Life, in a cold ſtinking Dun. 
geon, till either the Charity of Friends, or Death it ſeit 
releaſe them thence. (And by the way, is this ſuch a ples 
ſant Life, that it's worth being damn d for it in Hell Tor 
ments to all Erernity ? Of which afterwards.) 

Thus alſo I mighttell of the ſad Effects of Whoredom, 
which is commonly followed with Poverty and Diſgrace, 
and many times with a filthy losthſome Diſeaſe, which 
makes Men rot above Ground. And thus angry, proud, 
malicious and revengeful People are a continual Tormen 
ro themſelves, and to all about them, and feldom hav 
zny Peace or Quiet, either with their Neighbours, or 11 
their own Families. The like may be ſhewn of all oth 
Vices, which are ſtill wont to bring their own Puniſhment 
along with them, to ſay nothing of what is or ought ro ball, 
inflicted by the Magiſtrate. Eſpecially ſuch wicked Peopq 
as Thieves and Murderers, Traitors and Rebels, do ſe1don 
eſcape the Hands of Publick Juſtice. But who will hun 
Men if they be followers of that which is good ? Or what hug 
does a Man bring upon himſe!f by living foberly and chal * 
ly, by fearing God and 8 the King? what Mil 
chief does a Man get by minding his own buſineſs, and li 
ving quietly and peaceably among his Neighbours ? Ni) 
how happily may we ſee even ſome of the meaneſt ſo 
of People live, that are diligent in their Callings, and ſ 
ber, and temperate, and careful to pleaſe God, and ket 
a good Conſcience in all their ways? Very ſeldom it 
that they are pinched with much want; or if they ſhov! 
fall into a low Condition, yet all good People that kno 
them are ready to pity and relieve them; and will offt 
truſt them with Money or Goods till they are able to p 
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And every Body is willing to imploy an honeſt 1aduſtri- 
ous Man, ſo that he ſhall ſeldom want Work or Trading. 
But idle riotous People, that follow wharing and drinking, 
og: ming and cheating, and llvoliog, that negle& God's Ser- 
ice, and prophene the Lord's Day, being often in the 
Alehouſe when they ſhould be at Church; theſe are the 
People, if you obſerve it, that do commonly fall into the 
in baſeſt Beggery and Miſery ; and Men do but little pity 
them, becauſe they brought it all on themſelves. O how 
in. happy might all ſorts of People be, ina very great meaſure, 
n. Neven at preſent, if they would but become truly religious 
jc 2nd good! It is their own Sin and Folly, their Luſts and 
Paſſions that occaſion moſt of thoſe Troubles and Miſeties 
which they meet with; tho” I know they uſe to cry out 
of their hard Fortune, and to lay the blame upon others, 
om and ſometimes tomurmar againſt God himſelf. But they 
Ncoaſidet not how they provoke God to Anger daily by 
their heinous Sins, and therefore may juſtly feel his hea- 
ud Judgmentsfor the ſame, beſides all the miſchiefwhich 
{naturally follows upon wickedneſs. And this makes their 
ondition to be ſad indeed ; that they are always liable 
o the wrath of God, and may juſtly expect his Vengeance 
o fall upon them. and to ſtrip chem of all their Com- 
forts, and-thrbw'them into the foreſt Calamities. 
ot on the contrary, herein above ell lies the go 
an's Security and Comfort, that he enjoys the Bleſſings 
nd Favour of Almighty God, and therefore is ſure, to 
ant nothing that's truly good for him. $0 it is promiſed 
ſal. 84 11, 12: Mat. 6 33. They that firſt ſeth the King« 


= lm of God, and the: Righteouſneſs of it, ſhail have all that. is 
Mil redful added to them. So that a poor Man can take no 
aanerer Courſe to provide for himſelf and Family, than to 
Ni ecome truly religious: tho he may not have great chings 
+ ſo the World, yer he ſhall have Food convenient. And 
14 hen, which is better than all, he ſhall have God's Bleſ- 


ing, with what he enjoys and this will afford him more 


** rae content and comfort in that little he has, than a wick« 
houl d Man can ſind in all his great Treaſure. Godlineſs with 
m—— CET is the greateſt Gain, Pſal. 37) 16. 1 Tim, 6. 6. 


\ Poor Man that has only Facob's wiſh, Food to eat, and 


| oY ament to put on, if alſo he has Jacob's Piety, and takes 
wy | C che 
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the Lord for his God) and lives in his fear and ſervice, and 
enjoys the ſenſe of his Favour, how bleſſed is the ſtate of 
this Man ? How chearfully may be live at all times, 
wotwrthſtanding his Poverty? What tho“ his Dwelling be 
mean, his Fare ſomewhat hard and coarſe, and his Clo. 
thing very plain; yet whilſt he loves God ſincerely, and 
worſhips him duly and devoutly, he may even turn his 
Cottage into a Palace, yea, a Temple; and the bleſſed 
God will viſit him with his Preſence, will accept of his 
Services, and refreſh him wich the Light of his Counte. 
nance. And upon this knowledge and enjoyment of God 
it is, that the true comfort of a Man's Life depends, what. 
ever his outward Condition be. It is this alone which 
gives inward Peace and Satisfaction to his Mind, and 
ſweetens all his Mercies, and above all things, bears up 
his Heart under thoſe Afflictions he meets with. For the 
beſt of Men muſt expect their ſhare of outward Troubles 
in this World, ſuch as ſickneſs and pain, loſs of Friends 
and Eſtate, with the like; theſe are Calamities common 
to all. But here the good Man has clearly the advantage, 


ſince he looks upon all that befals him as coming from 


the hand of a moſt wiſe and gracious God, who knows 
what is beſt for him, and to whoſe Will he freely reſign: 
imſelf and all his affairs, ſaying, with his bleſſed Maſter, 


dot my Will,” O God, but thine be done. Yea, he receives 


afflictions as ſent in kindneſs to correct him for his faults, 
to exetciſe and encreaſe his Graces, and fo to prepare 
him for Glory. And here's the great Benefit of Religion, 
that it teaches a Man whither to go for Relief and Com- 
fort in his Straits and Difficulties, even to this great and 
ood God; who is moſt able and ready to help his People 


was the courſe of holy Men, and they found it was not 
in vain. And to this Day will God's faichful Servants 
find the good effects of thus devoutly applying them- 
ſelves to God by Prayer, For his Eyes are ever upon tht 
righteous ;; and his Ear open to their Cry. He takes pity on 
them, comforts and ſupports them. He'll lay no more 
upon them than he enables them to bear; and in his good 
-time he ſupplies their Wants, and delivers them from 


makes 


n all Times of Trouble. This we till read in Scripture 


their Afflicions, yea, he turns them into Bleſſings, and f 
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makes / work together for t heir good, as he has promiſed to 
them that love bim, Rom. 8. 28. O what an happineſs is it 
to be acquainted with God, to have a due Senſe of his 
Providence, ſo as to live on it and improve it, Job 22. 1. 

Zut how ſad is the Condition of a Wicked Man, who 
has no ſuch Knowledge of God, no love to him, nor any 
Expectations of help and relief from him: Even in his 
greateſt Proſperity he's a very miſerable Man, whilſt he 
lives without God in the World: But he feels himſelf to 
be ſo indeed, when he falls into any ou Calamity, and 
knows not which way to turn himſelf for help and com- 
fort. For as Wickedneſs ſtill brings Men into Miſery (as 
| have before ſhewn) fo there it leaves them in the moſt 
wretched forlorn Condition. And the ill remper of their 
Minds, adds weight and load to their Calamities, and 
grievouſly increaſes the Smart of them. The Senſe of 
their own Guilt ſometimes torments their Conſciences : 
and fills them with Fear and Horrour : Sometimes they 
rage and fret againſt thoſe that help on their Sufferings, 
nd ſometimes they even blaſpheme God himſelf, and 


murmer againſt his Providence. Whilſt the good Man 


with Job bleſſes God in all his Afflictions, theſe are ready 
o follow the Counſel of his Wife, even to curſe God and 
lie. For being full of anguiſh and deſpair, they are at 


their wits end, and weary of their very Lives, as we read 


df Cain and Fudes, and ſuch like, both in Scripture and 
dther Hiſtory. For my part I do verily think, that next 
o the Devils and thoſe in Hell, there are no Creatures in 
he World more miſerable than wicked ungodly F-ople; 
and whilſt we ſee what the common fruit of Sin is here 
dn Earth, we may eaſily be convinc'd that it leads to Hell 
and Damnation hereafter. And all this do Men madly 
and wilfully run into by their own evil doings ; even as a 
Man that thruſts his Hands into the Fire is like to feel 
Pain and Smart. By forſaking God, they forſake their own 
Mercizt, and ſinning againſt him, they wrong their own Souls, 
ea, their Bodies roo, and all their concerns. Thus you 


ſee that an Holy Lite is moſt profitable for us, even in this 


preſent World, preventing much Evil, and bringing all 


manner of good along with it. Or if a Man ſhould fall 


into ſuch hard times, as to ſuffer merely for Religion and 
: a 
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a good Conſcience, he ſhall then commonly find ſuch 


wonderful Comfort and Satisfaction of Mind, that he will ! 
triumph and rejoice in the midſt of his Sufferings: , 
we know the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians did, and 
that eſpecially in hope of the glorious Rewards laid up; 
for good Men in the Heavens. But that brings me toy, 
the laſt Conſideration I ſhall mention. t 
Laſtly, Namely, That an holy Life, thro the rich Mercyi p 
God, will render us perfectly and eternally bleſſed in the World þ, 
re come; whereas a wicked courſe of Life leads to eternal Miſen , 
and Torment. According as we live in this World, ffs, 
muſt we fare in the next: For this Life is a State of Trip 
al in order to Eternity. Even at Death a good Man hal 
ground of much Comfort, having the Teſtimony of 4 p. 
good Conſcience, and the Senſe of God's Love, fo thtY., 
with St. Stephen, he may commit his Soul into the Handi; 
of the Lord Jeſus, who is ready to receive him. But 
how ſad is it with a wicked Man, when beſides all the, 


Pains of the Body, his Mind is tormented with the R 
membrance of his ſins, and with the Fear of God's wrath! 


Bur the | hap difference will be made at the Day of Judge 
ment. when the Sheep ſba ] be ſet at Chvif”s Right Hand, aufg 
the Goats on the Left; as you have it deſcribed, Mat . 
31, &c. Tothoſe on the Right Hand, that is, the piouh,j; 
- and good, will be pronounced that joyful Sentence, Cn ” 


e bleſſed of my Father. inherit the Kingdom prepared for) 
from the Foundation of the World. And then ſhall they ent 
into that moſt glorious Kingdom, where neither Sin no 
Sorrow ſhall ever diſturb them more, where they ſhil 
never feel nor fear any manner of Evil or Pain, either. 
Soul or Body; but ſhall be admitted into the immediat 
Preſence of God, where there is all Fullneſs of Joy fo 
_ evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a Clear Knowledge 
the ever bleſſed God, and ſuch a lively ſenſe of his is 
nite perfection, as will fill them with Admiration, Love ani 
Praiſe. And they ſhall feel the Love of God and their & 
viour ſo fully ſhed abroad upon them, as ſhall raiſe the 
Hearts to the very utmoſt Heights of Foy and Thankfun!/ 
and their Mouths ſhall be filled with Hallelujah and So 
of Praiſe, and in this moſt delightful Employment fs 
they join wich all the bleſſed Company of Heaven for ev! 

; af 
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hend ever. That's the PerfeQion of all, that the Joys of 
ven fhall never have an End. It is both a moſt exceed- 
ung and eternal Weight of Glory that's promiſed, 2 Cor. 4. 
WY 17, 18. For ever ſhall we remain with the Lord, 1 Theſſ. 4- 
PE 17. The eternal God will be the Portion of his People, 
to and their Joy in him ſhall never be leſſened or abated 

through all Eternity. They ſhall be always bleſſing and 
A praiſing him, always ſatisfy'd and raviſhed with the be- 
a bolding of his Glories, and the Enjoyment of his Love ; 
ways delighting with the moſt pleaſant and agreeable 
fo Society of Angels and Saints; and never more ſhall dear 
* Friends and Companions be ſeparated from each other; 
aa when onee they are met in Heaven, Death hath no more 
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f 1 power over them. They are become in ſome meaſure ' 


hu even like to Chriſt himſelf, and there ſhall ſee him as he 
1s in all his Glory. Phil. 3. 21. 1 John 3. 2. 4 
But what it is thus to be made like to Chriſt, to ſee God 
and enjoy him, we are not able fully to expreſs or conceive 
whilſt we are here in the body; to compare the Gloties 
pf Heaven to all the Riches and Honours of Courts and Palaces 
ere below; were greatly to leſſen and diſparage them. 
So great are thoſe heavenly Glories and Joys, that they 
an never be clearly known till they are enjoy'dz; as a 
blind Man can never tell what light is, till his Eyes are 
ppen to diſcern it. It's enough for us that we have full 
Aſſurance from the Promiſes of the Goſpel, that ſuch a 
Stute of unſpeakable. Happiners there is provided for good 
en in the Life ro come. And as the Lord Jeſus is gone 
before to prepare it for them, ſo now by his holy Spirit 
e prepares them for that bleſſed Place, by working in 
hem that Grace which fits them for Glory, and is the 
ery firſt Fruits and Beginnings of it in their Souls, True 


and makes us meet for it, Eph, 1. 13, 14- Col. 1. 12. 
Since then ſuch a Glory there is, ſo infinitely great, 
o ſure and certain, ſhall we not all be perſuaded to ſeek 
ter it, by walking in thoſe holy ways that lead thereto? 
{Purely we ſhall, if we have any Belief of God's Word, 
y regard to our own Intereſt. Muſt our Souls live for 
ver in another World, and ſhall we not uſe our ute 
noſt Care and Diligence to make them happy for yp 
there 


Holineſs is the moſt certain Pledge of Eternal Happineſs, 
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there? Are they not our own Souls, and do they not 
then deſerve our Love and Care? If we be wiſe and good, i 
it not for our ſelves, for our own Happineſs ? And is there 
any other way to make our ſelves happy, but by gaining 
the Love of God and eternal Life? Do we not ſee that al] 
worldly comforts are ſhort and uncertain? They wither 
in our Hands, and periſh in the uſing. Our Neighbours 
and Acquaintance are daily dying round about us, many 


of our deareſt Friends and Relations are already gone be. 


fore us; and we our ſelves are ſwiftly following after. We 
are juſt upon the Borders of Eternity, liable to a thouſand 
Diſeaſes and Miſchances that may ſoon ſtop our Breath, 
and then we are gone. 
of this Life, nor the Enjoyments of it, O let us ſeek to 
make ſure of Erernal Glory ; which we may do by God's 
aſſiſtance, even the pooreſt Man on Earth, if he will be. 
come . pious and good. For God is no reſpeQer 
of Perſons. Chriſt died for poor Men as well as rich; and 
they that have no Inheritance on Earth, may be Heirs of 
the heavenly Kingdom, if they be rich in Faith and Love 
to God, Fam. 2. 5. And methinks they that have ſo much 
trouble and ſorrow in this Life, ſhould be moved to ſeek 
after Riches and Glory in the Life to come. 
pooreſt Lazarns ſhall have'a thouſand times more Plez 
ſure and Joy, than any of the proud Dives's or rich Glut- 
tons and Epicures have now in their delicious Fare and 
gorgeous Apparel. Nay, the very hopes of this Glory 


may fill the good Man's mind with ſo much Joy, that he i 


will even forget his Poverty, and not count his Afﬀiidi- 


ons worthy to be compared with the Happineſs he hopes 


for; nor would he change Eſtates with the greateſt 
Prince upon Earth, who is a ſtranger to theſe hopes. 
Thus it was with the Holy Apoſtles and their Follow- 
ers, 2 Cor 6. 10. 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7,8 

Thus have I briefly told you ſomewhat of the happi- 
neſs of the Godly in the World to come: But on the o- 
ther hand conſider what will be the Portion of the wick. 
ed, who deſpiſe the Mercies of God, and the Offers and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel. Theſe will at laſt fall under his 


heavy Wrath and Vengeance, and there muſt remain for 


ever in the moſt intolerable Torment of Soul and my 
| et 


Since then, we cannot make ſure 


There the 
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x ſer out by the moſt dreadful things, ſuch as Fire and 
s EBrimſtone, and a never dying Worm that 228 
gnaws and ſtings their Hearts. They are caſt into out- 

er Darkneſs, where there is Weeping and Wailing and 
Gnaſhing of Teeth, nor che leaſt glimmering of Hope or 
Comfort to all Eternity, Mat. 25. 30, 41, 46. Mark 9. 43, 
to the end; 2 Theſ. 1. 7, 8, 9. Theſe are the Goats that 
being ſer on the Left hand, muſt hear that doleful Sen- 
tence, Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting Fire prepared 
w the Devil and his Angels. An heavy Doom, and yet 
oft juſt. For they deparred from God and neglected his 
Service here on Earth, and therefore now they muſt de- 
re art from his Preſence, in which their corrupt Minds can 
to Make no delight. They preferred the Tavern and the Ale- 
J's Houſe before the Houſe of God; and took more pleaſure 
e · In feaſting and drinking, in roaring and revelling amongſt 
ter heir wicked Companions, than in Worſhipping of God 
n the Communion of Saints: they loved not Prayers 
nd Praiſes in the Aſſemblies of his People, nor had any 
nind to come to the Lord's Table, though often invi- 
ed thereto ; and cherefore muſt they now be ſhut out 
rom ſuch holy Company, and from ſuch high and hea- 
renly Employments, for which they are altogether unfir. 
.Mſhey were many of them greatly given to Curſing, and 
ow it 15 come upon them ; that Curſe of God which they 
n their Rage ofren wiſhed to their Neighbours, is now 
allen upon themſelves. Nay, did not many of theſe pro» 
he @hane Wretches even call for this Curſe upon their own 
fi. Heads in that Helliſh Language of God damn me? And 
pes hat wonder if their Petition be now granted, and they 
reſt Nentenced to that Damnation which they thus call'd for? 
xs. By the Devil they were led and guided, and by his wicked 
6. Maſtrumentcs and their own brutiſh Luſts : And therefore 
ow they muſt have the Devi and his Angels, and dam - 

pi- Ned Sinners like themſelves, to be their Companions in 
0 Torment, who are fo far from pitying or comforting 
ck · ach other, that rather they curſe one another now in 
and heir Miſery, who before tempted one another to Sin. 
his O ſad meeting of the Drunkards, the Whoremongers and 
for be Harlots there together in thoſe ſcorching Flames 
dy, Where in vain they cry out for a Drop of Water to onal 
their 
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their Tongue. It muſt not be granted; their good 
things are all paſt and gone, and the Remembrance of all J 
their Riot and Lewdneſs ſerves but to increaſe their [or- f , 
ment. And now alſo they may remember how God did ff x 
again and again call upon them, and they would not 
hear 1 neither therefore will he now hear tacir Cries, 
when pain and anguiſh is come upon them; Prov. 1. 24, 
to the End. And though they may cry out againſt their Ip 
C nions, and accuſe the Devil, and in their Rage 
blaſpheme God himſelf, yet will their Conſciences fly. 
with the greateſt fury upon themſelves, who in ſpight & 
of all the Warnings that were given them, did by their In 
own wilful and impenitent continuance in Sin, plunge 6; 
themſelves into this Miſery, from whence they muſt ne- h. 
ver be releaſed. O dreadful Words, Everlaſting Fir I fu 
Eternal Turment! How does the thought of this fink and Ie 
break their Hearts, and fill them with deepeſt Hortour or 
and Deſpair ? Who can dwell with everlaſting Burning: 
Who can? And yet the damned Sinner myſt, tho' in ther, 
moſt raging and impatient manner. After they have lain n 
thouſands and millions of Years in that place of Tor 
ment, yet is there not a moment leſs to come, there is: 
whole Eternity ſtill behind. The Worm never dies, the 
Flame is never quenched. Nor is God to be accuſed op 
Severity in all this, ſince it was the Sinners own Doing, 
the Fruit of their own Choice; for they knew that (in 
would ſink them into Hell, and yet they would venture 
upon it. And indeed it ſinks them thither as naturally 
as a Stone falls to the Ground. Even here on Earth the 
proud and coverous, the malicious and revengeful, the 
prophane and ſenſual, do kindle ſome what of Hell io 
their own Souls; and whilſt they carry along with then 
the ſame wicked Temper of Mind, it muſt ſtill needs 
make them moſt wretched and miſerable in another 
World, as long as ever their Souls live, and theſe Vice 
tick to them, that is to all Eternity. Let not him that 
carries Fire in his Boſom accuſe God's Providence fo 
making the Fire hot, when he feels it burn him; but le 
him blame his own folly and wilfulneſs : And ſo mul 
ſelf:condemned Sinners be forced to do. 


An 
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and now tell me, I beſeech you, is there not all the 
Reaſon in the World that you ſhould ſpgedily repent you 

of your Sins, and caſt them from you with Loathing and 

d  Deteſtation, and henceforward ſet upon a Courſe of ſeri- 
tous Holineſs, that ſo you may eſcape all this Miſery threat - 
ned to the wicked, and may partake cf that Glory which 
+ is promiſed to the pious and good: Does not a thouſand 
ir Pound a Year deſerve the Labour of one Day? And will 
e not all the Joys of Heaven, that ſhall laſt for ever and 
ever, abundantly reward our Diligence in God s Service 
ut for this ſhort-Life time? And are not the eternal Tor- 
air ments of Hell, enough to reſtrain Men from a looſe and 
ge ſinful Life, tho' it were never ſo profitable or 38 
e- here for a little while? But you have before heard it 
fully proved, that even at preſent an holy Life is in all 
nd reſpe&s moſt for our Benefit and Comfort. So that with - 
ur out doubt a good Man finds more ſweetneſs and ſatisfa- 
Aion in the way to Heaven, than Sinners do in the way 
be to Hell, Our gracious God appoints us an eaſie and ho- 
al nourable Service, and gives glorious Rewards; but the 
of- Devil is a moſt cruel Maſter, and ſets his Slaves to the vi - 
15 leſt Drudgery, and afterwards pays them very ſad Was» 
theſ ges, Rom. 6. 21, 22, 23. Whetber then will you be Chriſt's 
bt Fre emen or the Devil's Bondſlaves? Whether will you 
ing walk in the good ways of God, that bring Peace and 
Comfort here on Earth, and eternal Glory in Heaven; 
uteſhor in the crooked Paths of Sin, which now bring Sorrow, 
and Shame, and Pain, and hereafter will plunge you into 
theWerernal Miſery and Torment in Hell? Thus are Life and 
Death, Happineſs and Miſery ſet before you, what Choice 
then will you make ? One would think there was no 


his Reaſon, if he will at all make uſe of it in the Affairs 
of his Soul. A little thinking ſerves turn to convince 
Men that there is no reaſon why they ſhould chuſe Pover- 
ty and Reproach, Pain and Impriſonment (if they can ho- 
neſtly avoid them) ra*her than Riches and Honour, Eaſe 
and Liberty. But I am ſure there is a thouſand times 
leſs reaſon for a Man to diſobey God, and damn his Soul 
for ever, rather than to pleaſe and ſerve him, and fo 
make ſure of eternal Salvation. Wherefore let me again 


beſeech 


great Difficulty in this caſe, to a Man that has the uſe of i 
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beſeech you to take the matter into Conſideration, and 
think ſeriouſly what is moſt reaſonable, and moſt for your  } 
own Intereſt, and then chuſe accordingly. And I przy 14 
God direct your Hearts to make ſo Wiſe a ( hoice, that Ie 


yu may never have cauſe to repent of it, either in this 
orld, or that to come. Amen. | n 
: | | Y 
* . a — 2 
| G 
CHAP. II. 1 
ſu 


A brief Deſcription of an Holy Life, with ſome ſhort W* 
Directions in order thereto, 


IF you now demand of me, wherein conſiſts this Holineſs We 
of Life, to which I have been thus long and earneſtly Mu 
exhorting you, that I hope you may in ſome meaſure un · re 
derſtand by refleQing on what I faid at the beginning, o 
and by attending to what I have intimated all along in . 
my Diſcourſe. Vet for your aſſiſtance, I ſhall ſome what 
more plainly repreſent it to you, tho' but very briefly; Mr 
as no other can be expected in this little Paper. ec 
In the general then (as T have before expreſſed it) I anWa 
only perſuading you to live as becomes true Chriſtians, he 
according to your Baptiſmal Vow, in keeping of which 
conſiſts your Chriſtianity. Now by your Baptiſm you ae b 
engaged to believe in, and obey, God the Father, theWu: 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. You muſt ſincerely 2nd Moc 
heartily own God the Father, as your Maker and Preſer- 
ver, the Son of God as your Redeemer, and the Holy 
Ghoſt as your San&ifier, Guide and Comforter. And 
accordingly muſt you behave your ſelves both in heart and 
life: And therefore you muſt renounce the Devil, the 
World and the Fleſh. which would draw you off fron 
God, and muſt ſtedfaſtly believe the Articles of you 
Chriſtian Faith, and carefully keep God's holy Will anc 
Commandments all the Days of your Life. Your Fail 
is required in order to Obedience; for if you do not bt 
lieve Chriſt's Goſpel, you are not like to obey it. In these 
two things then conſiſts the Religion of a Chriſtien, 


whuct 


T be CPOr1feranm imm: a 
which he is engaged by his Baptiſm, wiz. in believing 
| Nl what Jeſus Chriſt hath revealed, and in doing what he 
bath commanded. In ſhort, he is a good Chriſtian who 
does firmly believe his Creed, and carefully keep the 
t i Commandments. f Sp 
$ The Do&rines which we are to believe, are indeed 
more largely and fully delivered in the Holy Scriptures, 
which were written by Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
ind accordingly oughr to be received as the Word of 
God, and to be diligently read, and ſtedfaſtly believed. 
But the chief Articles of the Chriſtian Faith are briefly 
ſumm'd up in that which we call the Apoſtle's Creed, 7 
believe in God the Father, &c. This I hope you are well 
acquainted with, it being ſo ſhort and plain, and daily 
repeated in the Church Service ; and therefore I ſhall 
not ſet it down at large. And this alſo I hope you de 
believe to be moſt true. You would take it ill, if I ſhould 
ueſtion your belief of the Creed, without which you 
m · Pre not to be reckoned as Chriſtians. But let me adviſe 
8, ou to conſider ſeriouſly and frequently of theſe great 
in NTruths contained in the Creed, that you may more clear. 
nat Wy underſtand them, and be more affected with them. 
„And pray ſee that your belief of them be very firm and 
eep rooted in your Soul, that fo the Fruit of your Faith 
ay appear in the Holineſs of your Life. Without this 
he bare knowing of the Creed, and repeating it never 
d often, will ſtand us in no ſtead. For, as I told you, 
Dbedience is the end of Faith. And all the Articles of 
theſhur Belief, do moſt plainly tend to make us holy and 
and Mood, if we will but carefully attend to them, and con- 
er der well of them. To ſhew it in a few words, we be- 


rt 


ſs 
ly 


log ve rhat God the Father Almighty made us and all the World, 
Andhen are we bound to love and honour him, to worſhip 
andnd obey. him as our Maker and Preſerver, who is Al- 


dighty in Power, Infinite in Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and all 
anner of Perfeftions If we believe that Jeſt Chriſt 
the Son of God, and the Redeemer of Mankind, who died 
us, and roſe again, and aſcended into Heaven, and wil! 
ence come to judge the quick and the dead, and will grant 
all Penitent and Obedient Believers, the Forgivene/; 
their Sins, and aka, Life, but will * 
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the wicked to everlaſting Miſery ; our belief of this nun} 
lead us to true Repentance and Amendment of Life, and 
to an humble Dependance on the Mercies of God, and 
the Merits of Chriſt for Pardon and Salvation. And iff * 
we believe, That it is the Office of the Holy Ghoſt, to fantife k 
u, and. all the Ele People of God ; then ought we to pray 
to God for his Holy Spirit, and we mul comply with * 
his good Motions, and ſubmit to his working upon our 
Souls, that he may ſanctiſie us and make us holy, thay 
ſo we may be living Members of Chriſt's Holy Catholic! 
Church. And in this Church we are bound to continue, I 
that ſo in the Communion of Saints, we may enjoy the 8. 
Bene ſit of the Word, Sacraments and Prayer, by which 
means the Holy Ghoſt works Grace in us, and encreaſes}*! 
the ſame till jt be perfected in Eternal Glory, to whichſle 
| good Men ſhall be advanced both in Soul and Body 2e 
the Reſurrecion, as their Souls made entrance upon it 
preſently after their Death. lon 
Thus you ſee how a right Belief leads a Man to Holi" 
neſs of Life. And therefore in Holy Scripture do we fin.. 
ſo much mention made of Faith, or of believing in God? 
and in Chriſt. This in many places is highly extolled“ 
and moſt ſtrictly required of us, as the very ſum of ou. 
Duty; inſomuch that we are often ſaid to be juſtified o lf 
pardoned on account of our Faith, and to be ſaved byF* 
Faith, and all this chiefly, as I ſuppoſe, becauſe tru" 
Faith produces Obedience, and makes a Man become an 
humble and fincere Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſot® 
makes us fit for the Mercies of God, in and through ou? 
Bleſſed Saviour. But when Faith doth not bring forth; 
the Fruit of Holineſs and good Works, it's of no valut 
with God, nor will ſtand us in any ſtead, as you mi) 
ſee at large in the ſecond Chapter of St. James, to nam! 
no other places. Wherefore you know we are engaget 
by our Baptiſm, not only to believe all the Articles 0 
the Chriſtian Faith, but alſo to keep God's Command 
ments, which I am to ſpeak of next. - | 
Now theſe Commandments are alſo plainly containe 
in the Holy Scriptures ; and therefore there is ſtill mort 
reaſon why you ſhould diligently read and ſtudy the ſame 
that you may know the Will of God and do it. And . 
| | ; 
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that is to be done by us, I reckon is contain'd in the Ten 
14 Commandments, as they are cxplain'd to us and urg d up 
dl oa us, both by the Prophets in the Old Toft ement, and by our 
lll Saviour: and his Apofiles in the New; eſpecially in 4 505 
fi viow's Sermon in the Mount, in the 5th, 6th, and 78 
ay Chapters of St. Matthew. And therefore often read org. | 
th theſe three Chapters. There you will find what manner © 
ut Ferſons the Diſciples of Jeſus ought to be, even like their 
at} Maſter, of an humble lowly Spicir, meek and gentle, pure 
ad peaceable, merciful, patient, and the like. Such as theſe 
ne, be pronounces bleſſed in the beginning of that won 
he Sermon, and theſe alone are they whom he will make mol 
ichllbleſſed with himſelf for ever. But if you will have the 
eil Sum of your Duty to God and your Neighbour as requi- 
ichllred by the Ten Commandments, briefly repreſented, take 
it in the very Words of the Church Catechiſm. 
\ itt My Duty towards God is to believe in him ; to fear him; to 
leve him with all my Heart, with all my Mind, with all my 
„en, and with all my Strength; to worſhip him ; to give him 
banks; to put my whole Truſt in him; to call upon him; to, 
bonour his holy Name and hi; Word ; and to ſerve him truly al 
he Days of my Life | an 
My Duty towards my Neighbour, is to love him as my. 
lf, and to do to all Men as I would they ſhould do unto me. 
Wo love, honour and ſuccour my Father and Mother. To 
our and obey the King, and all that are put in Aut ho- 
% under him. To ſubmit my ſelf to all my Governours, 
eachers, Spiritual Paſtors and Maſters. To order my ſelf 
wly and reverently to all my betters. To hurt n0 body by, 
Word or deed. To be true and juſt in all my Dealings. To 
War no Malice nor Hatred in my Heart. To keep my Hands 
un picking and ſtealing, my Tongue, from evil ſpeaking, 
ing and ſlandering. To keep my Body in Temperance, So- 
t and Chaſtity. Not to covet nor defire other Mens 
was, but to learn and labour truly to get my own Living, and_ 
nn Duty in that ſtate of Life unto which it ſball pleaſe 
ad to call me ; 1 =P 
Here you have your Duty in a little room, which you 
Wy calily keep in Memory; but eſpecially beg of God to 
rite his Laws in your Heart, that you may freely and 
eartully obey them in Four! Life and Converſation. 1 | 
| 2 or 


him, and be loved of him, and live with him for ever | 
Love and Joy. Bur always remember that Obedience t 
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for your further Aſſiſtance, I ſhall a little enlarge upon 
the chief of theſe Duties, eſpecially the Love of God 
and your Neighbour, and ſo conclude with ſome ſhort 
and general Directions for the guiding of your Steps 
more readily and conſtantly in the Ways of Holineſs al 
.the Days of your Life, | | | 
To love God with all our Heart and Soul, is the firſt 
and great Commandment, as our Saviour himſelf teach. 
eth us, Mat. 22. 37, 38. This makes us more eaſily to) 
82 all the reſt of his Commands. For if we truly love { 
God, we ſhall be very fearful to offend him, and veryff g 
careful to pleaſe him in all our ways. And then do we & 
truly love God with all our Heart, when we. love bin d 
more than all other things in the World, more than jy 
Riches, Pleaſures, Honour, Friends, or any other Ent; 
joyments, yea, more than our very Lives; ſo that ue, fo 


will part with all, rather than Joſe the Favour of God, ſhi 


in which we account our Happineſs chiefly to conſiſt 
This I rake to be the very Eſſence of Religion, and 'ti 
that without which our Saviour tells us, we cannot be 
his Diſciples, Mat. 10. 37, 38. But when once we ar 
got to this bleſſed Temper, we ſhall find it no very hard 
matter to deny our ſelves, and take up our Crofs and fol- 
low our Lord and Maſter, both in well doing and in p- 
tienc ſuffering. 

" Wherefore, let us earneſtly beg of God by his hol 
Spirit to work this Love in our Hearts. And to our 
Prayers let us add our own diligent Eceavours ; and eſpe- 
cially, let us be much in thinking of all the Goodneſs and 
loving kindneſs of God, manifeſted to us and to all the 
World. Let us conſider what he has done for us alic:dy 
both for Soul and Body, and what he has promiſed to dc 
in the Life to come. And never let our Hearts be at 1c! 
till they are intirely fixed upon the ever bleſſed God # 
our chiefeſt Good, and only ſatisfying Portion. Ane 
let us earneſtly ſeek his Favour thro' ou Lord Jeſus, chi 
Mediator, who came into the World on purpoſe to bring 
us into à ſtate of Friendſhip with God, that we might love 


God, is the only ſure Evidence of true ſaving Love. Ht 
(0 
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dat loves God, will hate and abhor Sin and Wickedneſs. 
Let the Son pretend what Love and Honour he will to 
tf his Father, he does not truly love him, except he uſes 
| all due Care to pleaſe him. 
And if you do thus ſincerely love God as your Father, 
then you may always comfortably truſt in him, and de- 
1 pend upon him, which is another great Duty, and brings 
great peace and quiet to our minds, 1/a. 26. 3, 4 Whilſt 
off you live in Obedience to God's Commands, you have a 
Bl ſure Intereſt in his Promiſes, and may ſafely rely upon his 
good Providence for the Performance of them. Where. 
ve fore whatever your wants, your dangers, or ſufferings are, 
nl do nor diſtruſt the Providence of God, but wait patient- 
an ly, and do your own Duty, and be aflur'd, God in his good 
time will ſuccour and relieve you; he will direct, com- 
we fort and ſtrengthen you. Let all the Experience you have 
"0, Whicherrto had of his loving kindneſs, engage you to truſt 
iin him as long as you live. And take great care that you 
never murmur nor repine againſt God under any Afflicti- 
dn whatever, when you meet with the heavieſt Croſſes 
nd Diſappointments, or Joſe your deareſt Relations and 
riends, ſay with holy Fob, The Lord gives, and the Lord 
o ates. away, bliſſed be the Name of the Lord. Beſeech God to 
each you that exeellent Leſſon of Contentment, in all 
ſtates, Phil. 4 11, 12, 13. Though you may be low 
nd poor in this World, yet conſider, you have always 
auſe to be thankful, but never any reaſon to complain. 
od knows what Condition is beſt for us, and let us 
ave it to him to chuſe what we ſhall have, We thac 
Welerve nothing but Wrath and Miſery, ought to acknows+ 
dge the great Goodneſs of God, that we are on this ſide 
ell. It u of the Lord's Mercies that we are not utterly con- 
med, and that we do enjoy any meaſure af Comfort. 
hink how poor the Lord Jeſus was for our ſakes, who 
not where to lay his Head, and was miniſtred to by 
e Subſtance of others; and in the ſame mean Condi- 
a did the Holy Apoſtles live. Your low Condition 
es you from a great many Snares and Temptations, and 
dm a great many Cares and Sorrows that rich People 
et with, If you but truly love God, and have a Trea- 
e in Heaven, you are very rich, tho' you have _ 
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ther Gold nor Silver. Fear not, but God will give you 
and yours Food and Rayment, and having that let us be 
content and thankful. Yea, let us put the very worſt, 
that we ſhould ſtarve to Death for want of Bread; (which 
not one of a thouſand does in times of Peace and Plenty) 
yer if our Souls be fic for Heaven, and carried thither, 
we ſhall have no cauſe to complain of the manner of our 
Death. I have been a little che larger upon this for the ſake 
of poor People, who are apt to be diſcontented, and to 
murmur at their Condition; though alis, they common i | 
ly bring themſelves into it, or make it much worſe, by 
their own careleſs and looſe Lives, as was before men · j 
t 
] 


tioned. | | 
And yet before I proceed to the Duty you owe to 
your Neighbour, let me in a few words direct you, as to n 
the Worſhip of God in Prayers and Praiſes. This is. 
Duty moſt frequently enjoined in Scripture, and practi 
ſed by all good Men, and the very Light of Nature may 
ditect us to it. We have daily need of God's Mercy, and. 
do daily taſte of it, and therefore we are taught to proy 
continually, and in every thing to give Thanks. To God alone 
muſt we offer up our Prayers and Praiſes in the Name o 
Jeſus Chriſt, as he himſelf teacheth us, Mat. 4. 10. John 
16. 23. We muſt not pray to Angels or Saints, nor make 
uſe of them as our Mediators, for this is the peculiar Ot- 
fice of Chriſt who died for us, and is now interceeding 
at the Right Hand of God, + Tim. 2. 5. Heb 7. 25. Where- 
fore we mean ſinful Creatures, muſt always come to God 
in the Name of Chriſt, and for his ſake alone, hope for 
the Favour of God, the Pardon of our Sins, the Accept- 
' ance of our Perſons and Services, and the Salvation 0 
our Souls. - 

And our Saviour teacheth us to Worſhip God in a purt 
and ſpiritual manner, with our Hearts and Souls; becauſe 
he is a Spirit, and ſearches the Hearts of Men, Fohn 4. 24 
Wherefore by no means may we make any Image or Pi 
Qure of God, nor may we give Religious Worſhip to al 
Image, which is 4ire&ly contrary to the ſecond Command: 
ment. Neither may we frame in our Minds any bodilf 
Shape or Likeneſs of God when we pray to him, but mult 


| conceive of him as a moſt pure and glorious Spirit, molt 
q | powerful, 
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powerful, and wiſe, and good, who fills the whole World 
ich big Preſence, and is always near to us, tho' not to 
„de ſeen with bodily Eyes; and hears our Prayers, and 
| knows our wants, and is both able and willing to help us. 
Our Saviour hath commanded ns to pray in private 
i when we are alone, Mar. 6.6. And there he taught his 
r Diſciples how to prayÞnd hath given us that moſt excel. 
e lent Form which we call the Lord's Prayer. Our Father 
0 which art in Heaven, &c. which, by the way, may aſſure us, 
chat Forms of Prayer are very Lawful, and the Lord's 
' Bl Prayer may both ſerve for a Pattern to direct us in all our 
u. Prayers, and alſo is it ſelf moſt fit to be uſed and joyned 
to our other Prayers. But it is not proper to uſe the Be- 
lief and the Ten Commandments for Prayers, as the man- 
ner is of poor ignorant People; though we ought often 
to think of them and rehearſe them, for the quickening 
f our Faith, and the guiding of our Lives. 
Upon all occaſions, in all our Troubles and Diſtreſſes, 
Jer us be much in Prayer to God, and ſſill ſeek to him 
or Mercy and Comfort, who is always nigh to them that 
all upon him in Truth and Sincerity. Would rhe poor 
an ſeek as earneſtly to God for Relief, as he does to his 
ohn ich Neighbour, he would find it the ſureſt Courſe ro 
ave his Wants ſupplied. And let us alto frequently be 
Wifcing up our Hearts to God in Thankſgiving and Praiſe, 
or all his Mercies and Favours which he beſtows upon 
s. Thus may even the pooreſt Man have his Mind 
fren employed when he is at work in his Shop, or in 
e Field, or when he is walking in the Way, or fail- 
g on the Seas, which would not hinder but further 
is Labours, and make them more eaſy and pleaſant. 
ut be ſure to ſet ſome time spart every Day for ſolemn 
rayer. 
czuſe Very fit it is to begin the Day with Prayer to God, 
4.2% ſoon as we riſe out of Bed; Bleſſing his Name for 
xr ihr Preſervation and quiet Reft, begging his gracious 


to Areſence with ns all the Day, that we may be kept from 

nand ill Evil, eſpecially from Sin, the worſt of all. And at 

odilſſche Evening let this be our laſt work before we lie down 

; mull fleep, humbly to commit our ſelves to God by Prayer, 
mol“ 92. 1, 2. hs 

erful, Exceeding 


join together Morning and Evening in Prayer to God. 
purpoſe there are many good Books of Devotion: And 


tho they have none of them, yet they may uſe ſuch of 
the Prayers of the Church as are proper for their put - 


it, and afterwards return Thanks for it. 


great Duty is to worſhip God in the Publick Aſſemblies 


tences whatevet to be drawn away, either by Papiſts ori 
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Exceeding uſeful is it for thoſe who have Families, to 


and in reading ſome part of his Holy Word, for which 


ſe, which are to be found in the Morning and Evening 
Service, and in other Places. 
Before you fic down to Meat, beg God's Bleſſing upon 


But beſides our Devotions in the Family or Cloſet, our 
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of his People, which by no means we ought to forſake, 
Heb. 10. 25. Suffer not your ſelves therefore by any pre. 


SeQaries, from the publick Worſhip of God, as it is nov 
by Law eſtabliſhed in the Church of England. But ſt 
that you duly reſort to your Pariſh Churches, and thx 

ot only vn Holy days but on the Week days, when you 
Be Opportunity and Leiſure. More eſpecially fee that 
you conſtantly frequent the Church on the Lord's Day, if 
not hindred by Sickneſs, or ſome other very grezt and 
urgent Cauſe. Let not that Excuſe keep you from Church 
which would not keep you from the Market. Bring! 
many of your Family along with you as can poſſibly bt 
ſpared. Come to the very beginning of the Service, an 

ay quietly to the end of it, not running away befor 
the Bleſſing, as many careleſs People rudely do, as if the 


were glad to get away as from a Priſon. Behave you V 
ſelves with all due Reverence, both of Body and Miadgu 
conſidering the Majeſty of that God, in whoſe Preſene vi 

ou ſtand, before whom the very Angels veil their Face u 


Always kneel at your Prayers, if there be Convenienc 
or ſtand at leaſt, H/ 95. 6. Above all, look well t 
the Temper of N Soul, and keep up an awful Sen 
of the great God to whom you are praying, and mi 

well what is ſaid, as you go along with the Prayers, 1 
offer up your deſires ro God; otherwiſe, tho' you m 
ſpeak much you do not pray at all. Avoid all vain aﬀ 
wandring Thoughts as much as poſſible. When 9 
join in the Confeſſion of Sins, think of your own partie 
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lar: Faults; and be deeply humbled for them: And 
unfeigaedly . thankful for all God's Mercies, whilſt you 
are praiſing his Name; and earneſtly long after that 

{ Grace: you pray for. Attend with Care and Reverence to 

BE God's Word, when it's read from the Desk, and alſo to 

8 een and explaining it from the Pulpit, that you 
may be both diligent Heaters, and faithful Doers of the 

Word. Neglect not the Church in the Afternoon, tho” 

you ſhould live where there is no Sermon. Catechiſing 

may be as uſeful to you, and this ought to be in all Pla- 
ces. And beſides that, you will hear the Holy Scriptures 
read, and have the Benefit of Publick Prayers. 

When you come from Church, ſpend not the remain» 

der of the Day in Sports and Idleneſs, much leſs in Drink» 

ng and Gaming., as too many do; but if you have a Fa- 
mly, let ſome time be ſpent with them, in Praying; in 

— od's Word. and ſome good Book ; and let Chil- 

ren and.Servants be inſtructed in their Catechiſm. Ex- 


mine them about what they have heard, that ſo it may 
„ke them more attentive ; and do you meditate on the 
adi me, that it may fink into your Heart. Works of Mer- 
ch and Neceſſity may be done on the Lord's Day; but 


y no means allow your ſelves in any needleſs Labour, 
ot in travelling upon the Road, or wandring about to 
take idle Viſits. God allows us Six Days in the Week 
r our own Employments, let us devote the Lord's Day 
d his Service readily and chearfully. i? 4198 
When the Sacrament of Baptiſm is adminiſtred; do 
du attend to ir, Remember your own Engagement by 
ving received it in your Infancy, and reſolve to live 
Wſwerable thereto. Join in Prayer for God's Bleſſing on 
Children then received into the Church. And when 
Nu bring your own Children to be Baptized, ſee that | 
pu do moſt ſincerely give them up to God, and devote 
em to his Service, with» firm Reſolution to bring them | ; 
| | 


in his Fear, if God ſpare your Lives and theirs, and 
cmeſtly pray for his Grace to be given into their Souls, 
Yd thoſe to whom you ſtand as Sureties, you onghr 0 
your utmoſt. towards their good Education in thg 
owledge of God and Religion, according tothe 
large given you, eſpecially if the Parents dye, or prove 
E 8 ne gli- 


A 
| 
vl 


Poor are as precious as the Rich; and as much concerned 
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negligent, And prey beware of a-very witked*PraGice' 
which is common in ſome Places, that after a Child is 
—— the Neighbours that gte invited, ſpend the 
of the Diy in Riot and Drunkenneſs, forgetting, 
that even nod they renouriced* the Luſtt of che Fleſh; I | 
thoſe who ſtood at the Font, and all the reſt, are under ff | 
the ſume Obligation q d ven 
Whenever you sie invited by your Minifter-to the Ho- 
ly Communion, do not willingly 'negle& the Inviration ; ff c 
but come with a thankful Heart, to keep up the Remem- If. 
brance of Chriſt's Love in dying for Sinners, according ff a 
to his expreſs Command, Luke 22. 19. Take care toprepare y 
your ſelves, by true Repentance for all your former Sins, ir 
and ſtedfaſt Purpoſes, by God's Grace, throughly to for- Þ £1 
fake the ſome. See that you be in perfect Charity-with 1 
all Men, freely —— thoſe WHS Have dffended you, th 
and offering Satisfaction to thoſe whom you haye offend. Nu 
ed, If after this they will not be reconciled, that's not 
Fault. but theirs ; and therefore may not keep you 
the Sacrament. Stay not away out of a Pretence 
that you want time to prepare your ſelf. For a conſtant 
holy Lite; is the beſt Preparation. If you are fitfor Prayers, 
you are fit for the/Communion. ' Do not chinkithar che 
Communion is only for Rich People. The Souls of th 


is Chrift's-Dearh ; and they have as much Cauſe to re 
member it, and ſeek after the Benefits of it. If you hav! 
not Money to offer at the Colle & ion, ſee that you offe 
up your ſelves to God, and that will be of more Value 
Complain not that you want Cloaths, and therefore yo 
abſent both from the Church and Communien ; bur ſ 
that you come in the Wedding Garmene required int 
Goſpel, with bumble, penitenr, thankful Hearts; an 
then you will be welcome Gueſts at*Chriſt's Table. Fo 
our Direction, if you have no Books on this Subject, ye 
ad ſeriouſly che-Office for the Communion in the Co 
mog- Preyer, and'you may find very great Aſſiſtance frot 
te. Iris very fit al to conſule with yeuf Miniſter, eſp! 
Daly the firſt time you receive: Aſſur your ſelves, | 
d'very heinous Sin, to live one Year aſter another in i 
negle/ of this'weighry Duty, and argues 0 
1 i; ; "1 ontemſ 


Joutward Expreſſions. 


iſh the Pox or Plague, or Hanging to their Neighbours, © 
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Contempt af our Saviour's Authority, and of his infinite 
Love and Kindneſs. ee 4 

Before leave ſpeaking of your keys to God, let me 
beſeech you carefully to abſtain from that common hei- 
nous Sin of Swearing. A molt ſenſleſs piece of Wicked. 
neſs, that brings neither pleaſure nor profic along wich ic. 
When you are called before the Magiltrars in weighty” 
Caſes, you may lawfully ſwear, Heb. | 
care to ſwear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth 
for.otherwiſe, you call the true God to witnels a Lye, . 
and do even call for his Vengeance upon your ſelves. in 
your ordinary Communication avoid all manner of Sweats * 
ing, either by the Sacred Name of God, or by any Crea- 


$2 3 


ture, Mat. 5. 34 Fam. 5. 12-, Uſe not ſuch Expreſſions, . 


As you hope to be Saw'd, As you hope for Mercy ; with other 
the” like,” which are eee Oaths, tho Frequently uſed ; 
upon every ſlight occaſion. Do not ſo much ag raſhly 
and cafeleſly mention the Holy Name of God or Chriſt ; 
but let your inward Reverence be manifeſted in your - 
And to this I may fitly join an earneſt Caution againſt 
he ſin of Curſing, in which the Name of God is often 
Jiſhonour'd; when Men wiſh that God's Curſe may len 
pon others, ſometimes their very Children and neareſt” 


Welations, ſometimes on their Neighbours, and ſometimes. 
n their Cattle. Some prophane Wretches wiſh Dam-. 


ation fo thoſe they quarrel with, yea, even to them 
elves. And how common is it to hear Men in their Wrath, 
dr bidding the Devil take them: Indeed they themſelves 
eem to be poſſeſs'd by him, whilſt they vent this Lan- 
zuage of Hell; and do take the ready way to bring alt” 
manner of Curſes- both on their own Soul and Body: 
Pal. 109. 17, 18. This wicked Cuſtom proceeds both 


rom the want of the true Fear of God in Mens Hearts,” 


nd alſo from want of Kindneſs and Charity to one an- 
er; of which I am next to ſpeak a few Words, e 
Next to the loving of God above all, the loving of our 
eighbours as our ſelves, is the great Duty of a Chriſtiab, 


our Saviour teaches in that ſame Place, Mat, 22.39, 40. 


nd Love is ſaid ro be the fulfilling of the Law, Rom: 13. 8, 
E 2 | 9, 10% 


, 16, But take grea 1 


2 * 
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9, 10. Nothing more becomes a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
than to live in Love and Charity with all Men, doing all 
the good we can to others, bur doing no manner of evil 
ro any. Read 1 Cor. 13. This is moſt frequently and 
ſtrictly commanded in the.Goſpe), and made the very 
Badge and Character of a Chriſtian, 7ob. 13. 34, 35+ This 
makes us moſt like to our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, who 
went about continually doing Good, both to the Souls and Bo. 
dies of Men, even to the very worſt of Men ; and to his 
moſt bitter Enemies, did he ſhew great Charity and 
Kindneſs, And herein let us ſtudy to be like him to the 
utmoſt of our Power. © 
If we have true Love for all Men, we ſhall then eaſily 
and readily perform all thoſe Duties which we owe to 
them in the ſeveral Places and Relations wherein we ſtand, 
of which I muſt not here go about to give a particular ac: 
count. But in general, Husbands and Wives ought moſt 
entirely to love each other, and ſtudy to render one ano- 
thers Lives happy here, and their Souls hereafter. For 
if they live in Diſcord and Wrath, they have an Hell upon 
Earth whilſt they live, and have reaſon to expect the eter - 
nal Torments of Hell when they die. Parents ought to 
love their Children, and take due care of them both as to 
Soul and Body; and Children ought to honour and obey 
their Parents, and relieve them, if they ſtand in need. 
Maſters muſt be gentle and kind towards their Servants; 
and Servants muſt be Faithful and Obedient to their Ma- 
* ſters, even to the froward and ſevere. Subjects muſt 
94g Obedience to all the lawful Commands of their Ru- 
ers, and patiently ſubmit to what Puniſhments they in - 
flit; and upon no pretence whatever may they rebel 2 


0 
gainſt them; for it is moſt expreſly forbidden in Scrip · Ina 
ture, and Damnation threatned to thoſe that are guilty. W / 
Rom. 13. 1, 2. And commonly Treaſon. and Rebellion, Mo « 
bring nothing but Ruin and Miſery in this World, as a) 
well as the next. The People ought to eſteem and love Hon 
their Miniſters, to follow their godly Admonitions and 10 
Examples, and aFord them due Maintenance. e 

In brief, we muſt carefully abſtain from doing any In - ler 
jury to any Man, of what Rank or Condition ſoever, e“ eat 


ther in his Sonl or Body, his Eſtate or good Name, bu | 
3 | bs: od mu 
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muſt be ever ready to do all manner of Good to all Men 
according to our Ability and Opportunity. And hereby 
we are to ſhew, that we love our Neighbours as our ſelves, 
by dealing with all Men ſo truly and juſtly, fo mercifully 
and kindly, as we deſire to be dealt with our ſelves. This 
is the great Rule of the Goſpel, Mat. 7 12. And by this 
Rule ought we to govern our ſelves in all our Carriage 
towards others, both in buying and ſelling, and in our 
whole Converſation. This is a very plain and eaſie Rule 
to walk by, and is moſt juſt and equal, and very large 
and comprehenſive; fo that if a Man will h ly and 
faithfully attend to it, he need not go far to ſeek for Di- 
rection how to behave himſelf in moſt Caſes that may hap. 
pen betwixt him and his Neighbour. Would I be revi- 
led and ſlandered, cheated and cozened, beaten and hurt, 
or any other way abus'd ? If not, then let me not uſe any 
other at this Rate. Would I be deſpiſed and derided for 
my Faults, or for my Poverty and Misfortune ? Would 
I noe rather in Reaſon deſire to be kind'y inſtructed, aſ- 
ſiſted and relieved? Thus then, let me deal wich my 
eighbour, and according to my power, with meekneſs 
and true kindneſs, inſtruct the ignorant, reclaim the vi- 
cious and erroneus, comfort the ſad, and relieve the op- 
preſſed, feed the hungry, and cloath rhe naked. Even 
thoſe that are of a mean Condirion, muſt be ready to help 
ſuch as are in greater want than themſelves. The Man 
hat lives by his Labour, is not wholly excuſed from 
orks of Charity, Fph. 4. 28. The Widow's Mite is very 
cceptable to God; and a Cup of cold Water ſhall not 


od chiefly looks at, and calls for, and this the pooreſt 
ay have if it be not their own Fault. e 
And our Charity and Kindneſs is not only to be ſhewn 
o our Friends, but to our very Enemies themſelves We 
ay not render Evil for Evil, but muſt ſtudy to over- 
ome Evil by doing of Good. If another ſtrikes us, we 
nay not ſtrike again ; if he rail upon us and revile us; 
e muſt not return the ſame ill Language; but either by 
lence, or by gentle and ſoft Anſwers endeavour to ap» 


e.iſe his Wrath. For the Rule is, not to deal, with others 


they deal with me, bur as I in reaſon deſire to be 
E 3 dealt 


oſe its Reward. A willing charitable Mind it is that {| 
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dale wich ; and. another Man's Fault will not excuſe 
mm ne. If he do me an Iojury, I muſt not be Judge in 
My oon Cauſe, nor take upon me to revenge it, but ia 
weighty Caſes may fly to the Magiſtrate for Relief. But 
upon oo Account whatever may. we bear, any grudge or-. 
hatred in our Hearts againſt any Man, tho never ſo wic- 

ed, nor never ſo much our Enemy; but we muſt pity 

im, and pray for him, that God would give him a bet. 
ter 1nd. If ever we hope to find Mercy with God, and 

have our Treſpaſſes forgiven, we muſt forgive thoſe that 
End „ as we learn from the Lord's Prayer, and ma- 


| 

] 

( 

{ 

| 35 14 

„ moit plein places of Scripture. . See Mat. 5. 46, C 

Net. $. pl. to the end, * 12. 14 to the * We t 
muſt fy meekneſs and gentleneſs to all Men, and never - 
A 

Kt 

* 
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* willingly ay or do any t ing to provoke another to An- 
ger; nor ſhould we be eaſi y provoked, but very eaſily 
appeaſed and reconciled.. It's very fad to conſider, what 
'retched apd miſerable Lives many of the poorer ſort 
ed, by their continual Brawling and Scolding, Quar- 
reliog and Conrending one with another ; and ſome 
wor when they have ſcarce Money to buy Bread, they'll 
row it away in vexatious Law-S$uits, merely out ef 
| Spite and Revenge. BA; | "PE 
. And the People of this Rank, ought 2 to be · 
* of Envy ing thoſe that are in a better Condition than 
ſelves. e unt to have that true Kindneſs and + 
ood Will for all Men, that we ſhould be glad of theit . 
blperity,. tho' we our ſelves be in Affliction : As on 8 
6 other hand, we ought to have . Compaſſion for D 
thoſe in Miſery, tho' we be in Proſperity. F. 
; And let ſuch that are in Want, take heed that their.” 
eceſſities put them upon no unlawful Courſe for their ** 
Relief. Particularly, beware of ſtealing any thing, tho 
of a fmall Value. By degrees, it's to be feared, you will 
$0 on to greater matters, and ſo may bring your ſclve 
to. Shame and Puniſhment in this World, as well as tht 
to come. The beſt way to avoid this, is to be very dr 
ligent in your lawful Calling, as the Apoſtle directs i 
chat place before named, Eph. 4. 28. If you are not able tt 
Work, its lawful to Beg. But by no means berake vou * 
ſelves rothi lazy, unprofitable Life of Begging, if you 5 


 *The Chriſtran Monmtor. '43 
are able to-ſubſiſt by any other Lawful Courſe. He thee 
will not work when he can, deſerves not to cat. Bur 
rathet than either Steal or Starve, yon may ſeek for Re. 
lief from your Neighbour's Charity. But do not go a- 
bout to deceĩve him, by borrowing what you know you 
ate never like to pay; for this is down-right Cheating. 
Rather deal plainly and make known your Neceſſities. 
It you ttuſt in God, and do your Duty, he will take 
Care of you: And though you may be in Straits ſomo- 
times,-yet ſt iii you will find a Supply And co prevent 
vour Poverty, let me: eſpecially warn you againſt that 
„common Brutiſh gin of Drankenneſs, which brings both 
e || this ind many other Miſchiefs along with it, as I have 
t | before told you. Indeed it hinders every thing that v 
1- | good, and leads Men into all manner both of Sin and 
y | Miſery. This Vice it is that makes more Beggars than 
at any other cauſe. Wherefore, if you have any Regard to 
your Families, and Love to Soul or Body, avoid all Riot 
and Exceſs, Est und Drink modetately, as may tend o 
keep you beſt in Health, and make you moſt fit for the 
Service of God, and your own Calling | 
And laſtly, Beware of that filthy Sin of Whoredem, | 
which very oſten goes along wich Drunkenneſs, and-as 
often brings the Curſe of God, both upon Mens Bodies 
and Eſtates. And to keep you innocent, avoid Idleneſs 
as. ell as Iatemperance. And fly from all Lewd and 
Wicked Company, where you are in Danger of being en- 
ticed and enſnated; and do not ſo much as allow 
ſelves in any uncleon Thoughts or Deſires, nor in filthy 
Diſcourſes, or in any wanton Cartiage and Behaviour, 
eil For the preventing of all Wickedneſs in this kind, God 
bath allow'd: Marriage, which is ſaid to be Honourable 
in all, l Wheremongers and Adulterers God will judge. Heb. 
17) % Wherefore let them who are in that State — 
icly ede to their Marriage Vow: And all both | 
ried” and ſingle; : preſerve both Body and Soul ſo chaſte 
and pure, that the Holy Spirit of God may now dwell in 
their Hearts, and they may be fit to dwell for ever in the 
Preſence of the moſt Holy Gd. 
And ehus I have briefly giver you an Account wherein - 
Confilts-char Holineſs of 1 to which all Chriſtians _ 
| 1 4 obli- 
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obliged by the Precepts of our Bleſſed Saviour, and by 
their Baptiſmal Vow, which binds them to keep his 
Precepts; and to follow his Example, who himſelf lived 
in the ſame holy Manner that he taught, and bath com. 
manded t heſe that ſay they abide in bim to walk a be walked, 
1 John 2 6. The ſum of all you have in few Words, 
_ which the Goſpel teaches, even that we ſhould: deny Un. 

goulineſs and Worldly Lufts, and live Soberly, Righteouſly and 
Pionſly in the'World, Tit. 2. 11, 12. noe; + 
And now let me again beſeech you ſeriouſly to conſi - 
der whether it has been your cate to live ſuch holy and 
gaod lives, yea or no. And wherein ſoever your Conſci- 
ence doth accuſe y ou, that you have negleQed the Duties 
God hath commanded, or committed thoſe Sins which 
he hath forbidden, do pou humbly acknowledge and con. 
feſs the ſame to — ty God, with true Godly Sorrow 
for the ſame, earneſtly begging Mercy. and Pardon. for 
Chriſt's ſake, who died on the ( roſs for Sinners; and thro' 
whom all that confeſs.and forſake their Sins ſhall find 
Mercy. Wherefore do you hencefot ward reſolve by his 
Grace that you will forfa 


ences void of Offence towards God and Man, not allow. 
ing your ſelves in any known Sin, nor in the wilful 
negle& of any known Duty. Do not object againſt this, 
and ſay that it is impoſſible to lead ſuch an Holy Life. 
For thouſands in the World of all Ranks and Conditi- 
ons, have done it in all Ages, by the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Grace, which you ſhall never want, if you ſeek it earneft- 
Jy and improve it diligently. And though there may at 
2 be ſome Difficulty, in leaving an ill Courſe, yet by 
degrees it will grow esſie, and you will then find no- 
thing ſo ſweer and pleaſant as Religion and Veztue.. 
And do not; I beſcech you, fancy. that it is not for poor 
People to think of being ſo Religious and Godly ; that 
this is only for the Rich; who have little elſe to do. Why, 
will not you that are poor have as much Care of your own 
Souls as the Rich, and ſtudy to be happy as well as they: 
By this means you will be even with'them, yea much hap: 
pier than they, even in this Life, except they be good # 
well az great. What is there in all I have ſaid, but ys 


ke your Sins, and amend you: Þ 
Lives, and make it your chief buſineſs to keep Conſci- 
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the pooreſt ' may perform, if they have but a willing 
Mind ? May you not love God and your Neighbour, be 
| I ſober and chaſt, meek and humble, pray to God, and 
praiſe his Name, c. Nay, is not this the much better 


, | way to keep you from Poverty, or to help you out of it ? 
, | Is ir not much cheaper to live ſoberly and honeſtly, than 
Jo live in Drunkenneſs and Whoredom, and fach like 
{ | waſtful Sins? Does ie not coſt you much more to go to 

Law for Revenge, than to forgive an Injury ? One Vice 
- | coſts more the maintaining than ten Vertues. AndI am 
d confident, more Families are brought to Poverty by gra- 
- N tifying their Luſts, than by providing for their Children, 
's | how many foever- they be. Is it nor, think you, much 
h better for your ſelves and Families, to ſpend the Lord's 
Day in God's Service, both in publick and private, than 
to waſt your Time and Money at the Alehouſe ? Daily 
or Experience ſhews, that it is not Religion, but the want 
ol of it, that makes Men Poor and Miſerable. Beſides that 
d ſuch good People have God's Bleſſing and Favours, as I 
us WY have already ſhew'd ; and therefore he'll be ſure to take 
ur. care of them and theirs. PITT 102 f 
i.. And pray do not think that you ſhall be ſaved meerly 
*. 


becauſe you are poor; For if you be wicked and ungod- 
ul I/, you will certainly be miſerable in the next World as 

is, well as this. Lazarw was not ſaved becauſe he was poo 

fe. but becauſe he was a Pious Good Man: And on tk 
ti. ¶ other hand, Dives was not damn'd for being rich, but 
di becauſe he was Luxurious and Proud, and wholly given 
lt. up to pamper and adorn his Carcaſe. | 14 
Let me further warn you againſt two or three dange» 
by  rous Miſtakes, that harden many Men in their Sins. Be- 
ware of 5 that it's enough for a Man to be Bap- 
tized, and keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Ser. 
mons, and ſometimes to the Communion, and fay his 
Prayers in private, that this is enough to prove him a 
good Chriſtian, and make ſure of Salvation. All this is 
= good, but this will nor ſerve turn, except our Hearts 
be ſo throughly ſanctiſied by the Grace of God, that we 
do truly love God above all, and ſet our Hearts on the 
Joys of Heaven, and love our Neighbours;end be true and 
juſt in all our Dealings, temperate and chaſt in our 1 
f | tion, 
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Cation, 2s is before deſcribed. And this is the great end 
of Prayers, Sermons and Ssciaments, to make us more 
and more holy in Heart and Life, without which we ſhall 
be rather work than better for hem, Mat. 7. 21,25 23 
Be not ſo weak as to think you may be ſaved by s good 
Belief alone, by your Faith in Chriſt ; and truſting in 
God, - without Obedience to his Commands It is for 
Chriſt's ſake only you are ſaved, but he will Gave none 
but thoſe who abey him, Heb 5, 9. And that only is true 
ving Faith, Which puriſies the Heat, and produces O. 
hediggce, as you have heard befote. And ſince God has 
Plainly told us, that We cannot he ſaved. without Hobi 
neſs, if we take up a fooliſh Confidence that we may be 
without it, this is not truſting in God, but our own 
Fancies and the Devil's Deluſions. . We may ſafely truſt 
in God's Promiſes, but then let us ſee to perform the 
Conditions, and become ſuch an humble, holy People, 
as he has promiſed for Chriſt's ſake to on and Ve. 
Take heed alſo of miſtaking che Nature of Repentance, 
as if it were only being a little ſorry. ſor out Sins, and 


crying to God for Mercy, and then all will be well, tho 


we go on ſtill in our old ways. But this is a moſt darige- 
rous Miſtake. For a Man never truly repents till he for- 
ſakes bis Sin, and changes his Courſe: When the Drunk- 

d becomes ſober, and the prophane Man 2 devout 

orſhipper of God; and ſo continues. True Repen- 
tance changes the Heart and Life of a Sinner... 
And! do not think it enough to forſake ſome Sins 
and keep others ; to do ſome good Duties and neg lect 
others, and then excuſe your ſelves by ſaying ir is your 
— Every Man bas his Failing, and thi in mine. So 
ſays the Drunkard and the Whoremonger, and ſo ſays the 
angry Man when he ſwears or curſes, or gives bad Lan. 
gusge. But ſuch Sins as ate committed againſt Knowledge 
and Conſcience, and continued from time to time; when 
we have le iſure to think before · hand, and prevent them, 
theſe ate to be reckoned as wilful Sins, not as Failings. 
Eſpecially ſuch groſs Sins as Drunkenneſs,  Whoredom, 
common Swearing or Lying, and the like, are not to be 
reckoned as Foilings. |: Indeed whatever Sin a Man loves 
and pleads for, and allows himſelf in, is not a mere Infir- 
mit? 
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mir any other Sin. And as is commonly an 
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mity, but a wilful Tranſgreſſion. A good Man hates all 
Sin as he does Sickneſs, and ſtrives and watches, and prays 
againſt it. He hates every falſe Way, and has a reſpe&tv 
all. God's Commands. A true Chriſtian muſt be an intitę- 
ly good: Man, all of a piece. A great matter I find it is 
with many People, that they do wrong to no Body, nor 
have any Malice in their Hearts, aad therefore they think 
themſelves in good Condition God-ward. But tho? this 
is one good Part of our Duty, yet it is but a part. We 
muſt alſo ſee that we do not wran Almighty God ah 
our own Souls, by ſetting our Hearts chiefly on t 
World, by negleQing his Worſhip and Service, by Len 
in Exceſs or Uncleanneſs, or any other known Sin. We 
muſt be both pious toward God. loyal to our Prince, juſt 
and charitable to our Neighbour, humble and ſaber, eve- 
ry way holy and good, if we will approve our ſelves to 
be Chriſtians indeed, He that wilfuly offends in one 
Point, and allows himſelf therein, is. guilty in effe& of 
breaking the whole Law: For he deſpiſes God's Authort- 
and if he meets with the ſame I e will com- 
1 d truly ſaid 
in this Caſe, one Stab, tho' but with a Pen-knife, may 
wound a Man as. mortally - as twenty Thruſts with a 
Sword; ſo one Sin loved and delighted in, may damn a | 
Man's Soul as well as a thouſand. Fames 2. 10. 
Having thus endeavoured briefly. to remove your Ob- 
jections and Ne L do now zgain in the Jaſt pla i 


come to enforce my Exhortetion that you would ſeriou 
and ſtedfaſtiy reſolve to caſt away every Sin, and mo 
entirely devote your (elves to the leading ſuch a godly, 
8 and ſober Life, as you are bound to by your 
Chriſtian Baptiſm. If you ate in diſpute with your ſelves 
whether you ſhould reſolve upon it, pray lock over the 
Arguments before laid down, and ponder them in you 
Mind; and then certainly you cannot but own, that, 
atze you to nothing but what is very juſt and 
onable, and every way for your greateſt Good: And i 
you are convinced of this, then proceed forthwith to 
thigpious Reſolution, without trifling or delaying. The 
ſooner you do it, the ſafer it is: and the bettet for 
vou. Do not ga on in Sin at preſent, on a Pretence ary: 
<2 314 yo ” 
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. you'll repent hereafter, when you are older, or when you | 
come to be ſick and to die. Do nor put off the great Buſi- N 
neſs of Life, to the End of your Days, when you are not 
ſure of Time or Strength, or of God's Aſſiſtance, or Ac. Cn 
ceptance of you, Do not plead the Example of the Thief“ 
upon the Croſs : For his Caſe was nothing like yours, K 
that have long enjoy'd the Offers of Grace and Mercy, if fe | 
now from this preſentTime you will heartily and ſincere. Nat 
ly return to God, you have no reaſon to deſpair of his Rue 
Mercies, how many and great ſoever your Sins have been: N. 
Bur if you ſtill perſiſt in Sin, preſuming upon God's U“ 
Mercy hereafter, you have juſt Cauſe to fear, that this h 
bold Preſumption, and horrid Abuſe of God's Grace, Ne 
may end in your Eternal Ruin and Damnation. | 
ut if you are willing now ſpeedily to enter upon this I. 
Reſolution and Purpoſe, then let me in a few Words far- 7 
ther direct you, by what means you may render it firm and If" © 
liſting, and may be beſt enabled to perform the ſame. IM*> 
I. And firſt, I would adviſe you to take the next Op · 
portunity to confirm this holy Reſolution, at the Table F 
of the Lord. There ſolemnly renew your Baptiſmal Vow, i" 
Dedicate and give up your ſelf to God the Father, Son, i 
and Holy Ghoſt; renouncing the Devil, the World and þ 
the Fleſh, and all thoſe wicked ways they would draw 
ou to, more eſpecially thoſe Sins which you have been 
rmerly moſt guilty of. Henceforth let the Lord Jeſu . 
that bought you with his Blood, be taken for your only IP 
Lord and Maſter, to govern you by his Spirit, and by his j 
Laws, as ever you deſire and hope to be ſaved by his 
Death and Reſurrection. And uſe frequently to think of 
this ſolemn en, after you have made it: That 2 
it may have due Force upon you, when you are tempted 
to revolt to any wicked Practice. Often repeat the ſame 
twixt God and your own Soul; and eſpecially renew it F 
y frequent Attendance on the Holy Communion, there 
ſeeking for Grace and Strength from God, to walk in 
his Holy Ways ſtedfaſtly and conſtantly. 
TT But that brings me tn a ſecond Direction, That you 
ſhould not reſolve upon all this, in a confidence of your 
own Strength, but in a moſt humble dependance on the 


Grace of God, which he is ever willing to beſtow on ſuch 
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s ſeek it earneſtly in the way he has appointed, by a due 


end carefully to the reading and hearing of his Word, 
ad be very much in Prayer to God for his Holy Spirit, 


n Temptation to Sin, or are backward ro what is go 


n Then eſpecially pray fervently for r eng range 


ening Grace, and your Prayers ſhall not be in vain. 
III. To your Prayers add conſtant Watchfulnels over 
iis Jour ſelf at all Times, and in all Places and Companies. 
atch over your Thoughts themſelves, and over your 
ords and Actions. Satan is ever watching to deceive 
5, and there are many ſnares and dangers in all our ways, 
p. d we have corrupt Natures, and treacherous Hearts,and 
le erefore had need to be very watchful, to avoid all Oc- 
. ſions of Sin, as much as poſſible, and to ſuppreſs the ve- 
WF firſt Beginnings. Think beforehand what Temprations 


ce, 


M, 
m hat you cannot ſhun. Do not wilfully run into danger; 


— rawn back to their former Looſeneſs. Be not led away 
1 their Counſel or Example, nor be diſcourag'd by their 
vie ers and Cenſures. Uſe often to look back upon your 
is tions; and if you have been drawn into any wilful Sin, 
of Wo not make a light matter of ir, nor yet deſpair of par- 
ut Non, if you be truly penitent. Wherefore, ſpeedily and ear- 
ed eſtly betake your ſelf to God by true Repentance, beg - 
ne ing Mercy for Chriſt's fake, and more Grace to ſreng- 
it 


nen and aſſiſt you. Renew your Purpoſes for Amendment 
F Life, and ſet your Watch more rift for the future. 

IV. To quicken and engage you to this Warchfulneſs, 
member, that Almighty Co is ever pieſent with you, 
pd obſerves all your Ways, and takes great delight in 
dur Piety and Holineſs, but is of purer Eyes than to 


der you are alone or in Company. V. Think 


: 


ttendance on the Means of Grace, the Word, Prayer, 
and Sacraments. Wherefore as you have Opportunity, at- 


ud hide it in your Heart, that you may not ſin againſt him. © 
o be given you thro? his Son Jeſus, who will powerfully 
nterceed for you, and make good his Promiſes to humble 


d devout Supplicants, Luke 11. 13. John 16. 23, 24. 
henever you are in danger, and are aſſaulted by wy. 
* 


u are like to meet with, and fortifie your ſelf againſt. 


* 
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ſpecially beware of bad Company, by which many are 


hold the leaſt Iniquity with any Pleaſure. Wherefore 
ways walk as in the Preſence of this Holy God, whe. 
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V. Think often, how near you ſtand ro another World, 
— afid what an account you mult give ro God, of all your 
Deeds done in the Body; and fo live now, as will be 
moſt for your Comfort at Death and judgment. When the 
Profits and Plesſutes of Sin entice you, © compare them 
with the eternal Joys which they will deprive you of, 
and with the eternal, Torments reps Tory ro. Think whe. 
ther ever any Man by ſinning againſt God, did gain ſome. 
what that is better than Heaven, or that is worth going 
to Hell for. Let Eternity be very much in your Thoughts, 
and the fading Vanities of this World will have little 


Efteem with qu. Often ponder of thoſe weighty words 


of our Bleſſed Saviour, What will it profit a Man to gain the 
whole World,. and loſe bis own Soul ? Or what ſbal 4 Man giv: 
in exchange fer hu Soul? Mark 8. 36, 37. | 

Laſtly, inſtead of more Direction, let me adviſe you to 
acquaint your ſelf with your Miniſter, and conſult him 
in the great Concernment of your Soul, as Men are wont 
to do the Lawyer and the Phylician, in matters that con- 


cern their Bodies and Eſtates. Do not think it enough to 


hear his Sermons in publick, but take advice from him 


io private, and open to him the State and Caſe of your 
Soul, ſo far as may enable him to give ſuch Directions. 3 
are moſt proper to your Condition. This eſpecially you 
ought to do, when you firſt make entrance upon an holy 
Life, and do firſt addreſs your ſelf to the holy Communi- 
on; or when you are under any great Doubrs and Trou- 


ble of Mind, and are vexed with ſore Temptations ci: 


ther of one ſort or other; or when you ace ſet upon by 
Tuch that would draw you away from our Church, either 
to Popery, or to any other Sect amongſt us. Then pre- 
ſently betake your ſelf to bet Miaiſter : And in theſe 
or the like Caſes take Direttion from him, and be ſure to 
follow his wholſome Counſel, and deſite his Prayers to 
God for you. I know in large Pariſhes, Miniſters are not 
able to have a particular knowledge of every Perſon ; but 
yet all that know the worth of Souls, and the Price that 
was paid for them, will be ready to give Attendance to 
the meaneſt of their People, that ſhall apply chemſelves 
to them for Advice and Comfort, .and will lad of all 
Opportunities to promote the Honour and beer of 

| b | their 


their $iviou?, and the Good of precious Souls cortimit=. 
ur ted to their Cafe. | eee 
de Aud chus have J, as plainly and as fully as IL well could, 
ie in ſo little Room) directed you in thic holy Way, which 
m lesds xe eternal Glory; and have ſhe wn you, whit, great 
f, Reaſoniyon, have to walk in that Way, and to continu 
© therein tothe end. As to thoſe who deſire larger Hite- 
& | Alons, next to the Holy Scripture (which I beſeech you” 
ig te reid Frequently with Humility and Seciouſneſs, eſpe- 
cially'the New Teſtzment) next to them, I ſhall refer 
you only to that pious and moſt ufeful Book, The Whole, 
Pty of Men. And I heartily wiſh that every poor Fami- 
I in the Ki was furniſhed with one of choſe Books, 
together with a Bible and Common-Prayer Book, which 
might all be purchaſed'for'much Jeſs than five Shillings ; 
10Yand therefore it's great Pity they ſhould be any where 
im wanting. Tho' alas, Iknow, there are many Families of 
poor People, where none of them can'read, and ſo Books 


to them are uſeleſs. Great Charity therefore ir would be, 
to Wor rich Landlords and Gentlemen to fee that the Chil- 


Oren of their poor Tenants aud Neighbours be put out to 
School; and then to beſtow, at leaſt; Bibles upon them, 
hat the Knowledge of God and Religion may be promo» 
ed amongſt them; which would make greatly for the 
Good and Welfare both of Church and State. For tho? 
Brain-ſick Opinions, and falfe Principles may make Men 
Proud and Head-ſtrong, and troubleſome to their Gover- 
nours, yet ſolid Knowledge, and ſincere Godlineſs will 
make Men humble and meek, quiet and peaceable, obedi- 
ner Nent to Magiſtrates and Miniſters, full of Charity to their 
ee WNeighbours, and ready to every good Work. And Iam ſure 


ele Nan Inereaſe of this truly religious Temper, would be one 


to of the greateſt Bleflings that can be beſtowed upon this 
to Earth, and would ſettle. Kingdoms, Towns and Families, 
not Nin Peace and Concord, which almoſt every where are di- 
ided amongſt themſelves as well as againſt one anothert 


df Heaven would be brought down upon Earth, and our 

douls would be well fitted for Heaven; when we ate calle 

f from this Earth, into thoſe happy Regions above, where 
and 
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And by ſuch bk ſſed effects of true Religion, ſomething 


here is nothing elſe but Peace and Holineſs, and Love | 


52 The Chriftian Monitor: 
and Joy. And may it poop God to bleſs theſe plain and 
ſhort Inſtrufions for the enlightening of any Mind with 
that Wiſdom from above, which is thus pure and peateable, 
then ſhall I obtain my Deſign, and have; great. cauſe to 
be thankful. And that the Reader may joyn with me 
8 theſe Wiſhes, I have annexed hereto a Prayer for 
race to lead an Holy Life. And if he will but add di- 
ligent Endeavours to frequent and fervent Prayers, nei- 
ther his Labour nor mine will be in vain, through the 
Grace and Bleſſing of Almighty God, from whom comes 
every good and perfect Gift, to whom be given all Ho 
nour and Glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 
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A Grace before Meat. CO ES its 3 


Lord, we beſeech thee forgive 47 all our Sins, and bleſs 
us and theſe thy geod Creatures for our uſe ; and belp 
wt to love and ſerve thee, the Giver of all Good, for Feſus 


Chriſt his ſake. Amen. 
| A Grace After Meat. 


() Lord, make us truly thankful for theſe and all ot ber 
thy Mercies, and as we are maintained by: thy Bounty, 
help us to live to thy Honour and Glory, for Feſus Chriſt hit 
ſake. Amen. 


A Prayer coming into Church. 


{| JRevent ui; O Lord, in all our Doings with thy Grace; 
and grant that our coming tegether at this time may be 
A the better and not for the worſe, for Jeſus Chriſt his 


After Sermon. 


* Rant, 1 beſeech thee, Almighty God, that the. Word: 
which I have heard this Day, with my out ward Ear!, 


may through thy Grace be ſo grafted inwardly in my Heart) 


that they may bring forth in me the Fruit of Good Living) 
to the Honour and Praiſe of thy Name, -through Fejus Chrif 
<a | | A PRAYER 
B@L 


6. 4:3. 


—— 


A PRAYER for the Aſſiſtance of Gd Grace, 
in Order to the leading an Hoh) Life. | 


Note, This Prayer may be likewiſe uſed in the Fa- 
my. Morning and Evening, adding we inſtead 
of I, our inſtead of my, and us inſtead of me. 


Moſt Holy, and ever Bleſſed Lord God, I do 
humbly caſt down my ſelf before thee, acknow- 
ledging and lamenting my own Sinfulneſs, and car- 
neſtly begging thy Grace and Mercy through the 
Lord Jeſus, our only Mediator and Advocate. I 
confeſs, O God, I am a vile Sinner, polluted from 
the very Womb; but ſince I came to the uſe of my 
Reaſon, I have defiled my ſelf with many wilful 
5 and heinous Tranſgreſſions, I have ſadly neglected 

thy Service, and diſhonour'd thy Name, and have 
been greatly wanting in thoſe Duties which I owe to 
thee my God, to my Neighbour, and to my own 
Soul; and have not lived in ſuch a Godly, Righte- 
us, Charitable and Sober Manner, as I ought to 
ave done: But have often acted contrary to my own 
r {Reaſon and Conſcience, and to the plain Precepts of 
„ Why Word; and contrary to my own Promiſes and 
ows for better Obedience. O Lord, give me a 
lear Sight of my Sins, and ſuch a deep Senſe of 
he Evil of m Wa s, that my Heart may be truly 
ge; Pumbled, ad broken in the Remembrance there- 


be f. And for the Lord Jeſus's ſake, who died for 
hi: Pinners, be merciful to me, O Father of Mercies, 


Pardon all my Iniquities, and let them not be re- 
embred againſt me to my Condemnation, either 


y Holy Spirit, to ſanQtifis me both in Body and 
dul, that being made Pure and Holy in Heart and 
ife, I may ſerve thee diligently all my Days on 
arth, and ſo may enjoy wo far ever W 


TT, 
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this World or that to come. Nor is it only Par- 
on that I beg, but moſt earneſtly I beſeech thee by 


2 
- C 's 
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I am fully convinced, that it is both my Duty and 
Happineſs to fear and ſerve thee, the great and glo- 
rious God, who haſt made me and redeemed me, 
and hitherto graciouſly preſerved me. I acknow- 
ledge thy Service to be perfect Freedom, and all 
thy Laws to be Holy, Juſt and Good. Wherefore | 
defire, utterly to renounce and forſake every evil 
ay, and moſt entirely devote my ſelf to ſerve and 
195 thee in Newneſs of Life. But thou, O Lord, 
noweſt the Weakneſs and Corruption of my Nature, | 
and how by evil Cuſtoms I have made my ſelf more 
oye tn Sin, more backward to that which is good, 
do thou throughly change my Nature by thy 
Grace, that I may hate 2 05k all Wickedneſfs, 
and take delight in the ways of Picty and Holineſs. g 
Let no unmortified Luſt remain in my Soul; but do 
* and cleanſe me from Pride and Cove: / 
touſnels, from Envy and Malice, and from all im- 
pure and ſenſual Affections and Deſires, and enrich jþ f 
me. with all the Graces of thy Holy Spirit. Give 0 
me ſuch a clear Knowledge of thy infinite Goodne's, 
and of all thy glorious Perfections, that I may ever 


humbly admire and adore thee, and love thee with wy 
all my Heart and Soul, and cleave to thee as my on- t 
Iy Portion, preferring thy Favour before all the En- — 


joyments of this World. Help me always firm. 
ly to truſt in thee, and freely to leave all my At fo 
fairs ta thy Wiſe and Gracious Providence, ab!o- * 
lutely, reſigning my Will to thy. Holy Will in al 
things, Make me; truly thankful for all thy Merciegf d. 
and patient under; Afflictions. By thy teaching n 
me learn © be content in all Eſtates and Condition the 
Aud. g ad, ſuffer me not in the greateſt Diff. 
eee 
y unlawful Courſe far my Relief. beg from the + 
y, Aaily Bread ed thee to give me ac. 
= well ſatisfied with what thou ſeeſt molt co 


- 


venient for me. Give me ſuch a Spirit of Piety — 


: id; 


II PRAMER. 
1 | Devotion, that I may take great Delight in thy Wor- 
ſhip/and Service, both in Publick and Private. Fill 
me with ſuch Love to my Bleſſed Saviour, and with 
| fuchi Tharkfulneſs for his Love in dying for Sinners, 
„chat I may go with more Delight to the Holy Com- 
Il 
| 


,, _—_— — = 


munion for the good of my Soul, than tothe Richeſt 
i Feaſt that is made for my Body 
I Help me, O God, ta ſhew my Love to thy bleſſed 
Self, by true Love and Charity to my Neighbours. 
Make me tractable and obedient to my Governours, 
” | both in Church and State, peaceable and gentle to- 
1 wards all Men, dealing with them fo juſtly and tru- 

, as I my ſelf defire to be dealt with. Make me 

tender and compaſſionate, and ready to do all the 
d I can to others; and let thy Grace enable me 


hope for Mercy and Forgiveneſs from thee, my God. 
And help me always to live ſoberly and temperately, 
z} purely and chaſtly in Heart and Life; and with great 
Meekneſs and Humility, in the ſenſe of my own Un- 
worthineſs and manifold ImperteQions. fs: Sow 
O Lord, grant that my Heart may be filled with 
ta earneſt Longings and Deſires after thoſe Graces, 
which now with my Lips I pray for; and help me 
n. to ſhew my Sincerity by diligent Endeavours, ry 
to grow in all Grace and Goodneſs, and to perte 
Holineſs in thy Fear. Make me watchful over m 


+4 


al all Occaſions 


JN: 


ff. 


nes 
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eely to forgive thoſe that do evil to me, as I my ſelf 


\t ſelf and all my Ways, that I may carefully avoid 
of Sin, and may check the firſt Mo- 
tions thereto in my own Heart. Keep me alwayͤs 
deeply ſenſible of thy Preſence, that I may walk 
humbly with thee my God, and approve my ſelf to 
hee in Well-doing. Wean my Heart from all things _ 
ere below, and prepare me for my Departure hencs 
into a better World. Help me always to live in ſuch  , 
a Religious and Holy Manner as will be moſt for my 
pmfort at Death and Judgment. Strengthen m/ 
eee ee . 


| 
| 
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I am fully convinced, that it is both my Duty and 
Happine to fear and ſerve thee, the great and glo- 
rious God, who haſt made me and redeemed me, 
and hitherto graciouſly preſerved me. I acknow- 
ledge thy Service to be perfect Freedom, and all 
thy Laus to be Holy, Juſt and Good. Wherefore | 
defire. utterly to renounce and forſake every evil 
ay, and moſt entirely devote my ſelf to ſerve and 
pleaſe thee in Newneſs of Life. But thou, O Lord, 
noweſt the Weakneſs and Corruption of my Nature, 
and how by evil Cuſtoms I have made my ſelf more 
8 Sin, more backward to that which is good. 
do thou throughly change my Nature by thy 
Grace, that I may hate — 1 5 all Wickedneſ;, 
and take delight in the ways of Piety and Holineſs. 
Let no ynmortified Luſt remain in my Soul; but do 
* and cleanſe me from Pride and Cove: 
touſneſs, from Envy and Malice, and from all im- 
pure and ſenſual AﬀeQions and Deſires, and enrich} 
me with all the Graces of thy Holy Spirit. Gin 
me Tuch a clear Knowledge of thy infinite Goodnes, 
and of all thy glorious Perfections, that I may eve! 
humbly admire and adore thee, and love thee with 
all my Heart and Soul, and cleave to thee as my on 
ly, Portion, preferring thy Favour before all the En 
joyments ot this World. Help me always firm 
ly to truſt in thee, and freely to leave all my Af 
fairs to; thy Wiſe and Gracious Providence, ab!s 
lutely.: refigning my Will to thy Holy Will in « 
things, Make me truly thankful for all thy Merci 
and patient under Aſlieklons By thy teaching“ 
me learn to be content in all Eſtates and Conditio 
And, g ad, ſuffer me not in the greateſt Di 
pick nod Dangere jo firſt thy Mexcies, or 1 
any voloyiul Courls tar.my Relick. .Þ beg e 
y. Aaily Bread, an 4 thee to give me 
Heart well ſatisfied with what thou: ſeeſt molt co 
venient for me, Give me ſuch a Spirit of Picty 3 


r 
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Devotion, that I may take great Delight in thy Wor- 
d ſhip and Service, bah in Publick d Private. Fill 
me with ſuch Love to my Bleſſed Saviour, and with 
” | fuchi Tharkfulneſs for his Love in dying for Sinners, 
jp that I may go with more Delight to the Holy Com- 
1 | union for the good of my Soul, than tothe Riche 
F Feaſt that is made for my Body; _ - | | 
0 Help me, O God, ta ſhew my Love to thy bleſſed 
"|| Self, by true Love and Charity to my Neighbours. 


d. | Make me tractable and obedient to my Governours, 


©} both in Church and State, peaceable and gentle to- 
J wards all Men, dealing with them ſo juſtly and tru- 
„h, as I my ſelf defire to be dealt with. Make me 


by tender and compaſſionate, , and ready to do all the. 
0 good I can to others; and let thy Grace enable me 
1 J freely to forgive thoſe that do evil to me, as I my ſelf 


hope for Mercy and Forgiveneſs from thee, my God. 
And help me always to live ſoberly and temperately, 


EMeekneſs and Humility, in the ſenſe of my own Un- 
orthineſs and manifold ImperteCtions. 


O Lord, grant that my Heart may be filled with 
hich now with my Lips I pray for ; and help me 


| 
81 o ſhew my Sincerity by diligent Endeavours, wy 
o grow in all Grace and Goodneſs, and to perfec 
A Holineſs in thy Fear. Make me watchful over my 
„eit and all my Ways, that I may carefully avoid 


all Occaſions 


ceply ſenfible of thy Preſence, that I may wa 
umbly with thee my God, and approve my 


ere below, and pre 


4 purely and chaſtly in Heart and Life; and with great 


zarneſt Longings and Deſires after thoſe Graces, 


Sin, and may check the firſt Mo- 
tions thereto in my own Heart. Keep me K | 

{elf to 
ee in Well-doing. Wean my Heart from all things 


hi. pare me for my Departure hence  Þ 
Pro a better World. Help me always to live in ſuch 


my 


Religious and Holy Manner as will be moſt for my 
omfort at Death and Judgment. Strengthen 
47 „ 1 F 2 G f f Pel'et | 


ey A PRATE R. 
Belief of the ious "Promiſes 5 and dreadful 
Threatnings of the Goſpel: and let this Belief rule 
and govern me in my whole Converſation. O that 
I may never be guilty' of ſo much Folly and Mad- 
neſs, as to loſe the eternal and unſpeakable Joys of 
Heaven, and throw my ſelf into the eternal Tor- 
ments of Hell, for any of the Profits or Pleaſures 
Ag = — o__ for a —— Do thou, O 
rd, 0 irit, ever u my Mind 
ſuch a Freſh” and ſively ſenſe of ry Reaſonablench 
of Religion, and of the Miſchief and Folly of all Sin 
and Wickedneſs, that no Temptations of Satan, no 
Allurements of the World or the Fleſh, may hinder 
me from my Duty, nor draw me into any known 
Sin; but do thou ever ſtrengthen and aſſiſt me by 
thy Grace, and guide me by thy Counſel, till thou 
Malt bring me to thy ſelf in Glory. | 
Neither do | pray for my ſelf alone, but for all 
Mankind, beſecching thee to ſend the Light of thy 
Goſpel into all the dark Corners of the Earth; and 
grant, that they who do enjoy it may walk in all Holy 
Obedience thereto. Be merciful to theſe Kingdoms, 
pardon our Sins, and retorm us from them. Heal all 
our Diviſions ; continue our Mercies,and make us truly 
thankful for them. Bleſs his Majeſty King George, 
and all the Royal Family, and all thoſe that are in Au- 
thority under Him ; and grant to us and all his Sub- 
jets, Grace to lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all 
Gedhneſs and Honeſty,” Bleſs the Miniſters of thy 
Holy Word and Sacraments, and make them very 
Diligenr, and very Succeſsful in their Endeavours : 
Help us to bring ſuch Fruit from the Bleſſings we 
enjoy, that thy Goſpel, and the Ordinances thereof 
may be continued to us, and to! the Generation after 
ue. Shew Mercy to all who are afflicted, whether in 


Soul or Body, and preſerve thoſe that travel on their 


lawful Occaſions,” by. Land or by Sea. Bleſs all my 
Friends, and Relations, particularly all that belong 
to 
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may be unfeignedly thank 
thy Praiſe, not only with my Lips, but in my Life, 


molt Holy Name and Words, I continue to Pray ag 
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to this Family; and help us all to live in the Fear 
and Lote of thee our God, and in Peace and Charity 
one with another. Let Of Blefling and good Preſence 
be with me thy unworthy Servant, now and at all 
times, at my down lying and up.rifing, in my go- 
ing out and coming in, be thou my God and my 
Guide; even to the Death; and my eternal Portion 
when time ſhall be no more. 1 

And accept, O God, of my unfeigned Defire to 
Bleſs and Praiſe thy Glorious Name, tor all thy Mer- 


cies and Favours to my ſelf, and to all Men; I 


Bleſs thee for my Reaſon and Senſes, my Health and 
Strength, Food and Raiment, and all the Comforts 
of this Life ; but above all I praiſe thee for thine 
ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of the World 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for all the means of Grace, 
and for the Hope of Glory. And I beſeech thee, give 
me that due ſenſe of all t y Mercies, that my Heart 

ul, that I may ſhew forch 


by giving up my ſelf to thy Service, and by walking 


before thee in Holineſs andRighteouſneſs all the Days 


of my Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord : in whoſe 


e hath taught us in his Goſpel, Saying, 


NUR Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed be 

thy Name; thy Kingdom come; thy Will be 
one on Earth, as it is in Heaven; Give us this Day 
ur daily Bread; Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we 
orgive them that treſpaſs againſt us; And lead us 
por into Temptation; but deliver us from Evil; for. 


hine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, . 


pr ever and euer. Amen: . 


Tue Grace of dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of 


- - 


[th me now and evermore. Amen. 
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BOOKS. proper 10 be given away; Price jd 
152 2 1 al or 1 d. each, Stiicht. Trove a] by: ins 
7 A Sermon concerning the Excellency and Uſefulnef; | 


of the Common Prayer. Preached by ham | 1 
Beveridge, D. D. (late Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph) 
at the opening of the Pariſh Church of St. Peter's Cornbil, 
London. The Twenty Eighth Edition b 
The Church Man's Daily Companion: Recommending 
the Duty of Frequenting the publick Prayers, and Reve. || 
rencing God's Sanctuary, from the Conſideration of che Bf F 
Service it ſelf, the Nature of Church-Communion, and 
the great Advantages that attend it, By R. Warren, D. D. W* 
he two above-named Books may be had Bound 
up together, to accommodate the Curious. 1 
The Chriftian's Daily 'Monitor'on the Four Laſt Things, 
viz. Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell. Being an ear: 
neſt Fxhortation to a Hoiy Dying. With proper Di. 
rections in order to a timely Repenrance, alſo ſuitable 
Prayers and Ejaculations for Sick Perſons. 

Of Religious Diſcourfe in common Converſation. In Mr 
Three Parts. The ↄth Edition. By John Norris, M. A. 1 | 
The Chriſtian, Monitor, containing an Earneſt Eher 
ration to an Holy Life; with ſome Directions in ord Mii 
thereto. Written in 2 Plain and Eaſy Stile, for all ſem WP 


« 


of People. agar 3 
Norte, The ' Chriftizn Monitor is alfo Printed in Welch. 
Price 3 d. ſtitcht, or 207. a Hundred. 
The Devout Souls Daily Exerciſe; in Prayers, Contem- 
* and Praiſes: Containing Devotions for Morning, 
oon and Night, for e Day in the Week. With 
Prayets and Thankſgivings for Perſons of all Conditions, 
and upon all Occaſions. By R. Parker, D. D. The gth Edit. 
A Companion to the Altar: Shewing the Nature and 
Neceſſity of a Sacramental Preparation, in order to out 
Worthy Receiving the Holy Communion, Wherein thoſe 
Fears and Scruples about Eating and Drinking Unwort hilh 
and f inturring our own Damnation thereby, are proved 
n Unto which are — 
rayers and Meditations prepatatwe to 3 .Sacramentil 
Preparation, according to What the Churg : Eng laui . 
requires from her Communicants. The 4 ith Edition 
Price ſtitcht 4 d. or 255. a Hundre. 
Omega: A Poem on the Laſt Judgment. on, 


Price 4 4. 8 . 
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B BOOKS proper to be given vb. * 
The Proteſtant Union: Or, the main Principles of Re. 
{ ngion owned by the Diſſenters, agreeable cothe Artig 
„ | and Hemilies of the Church of England. The 4th Edit. 

) The Mite put into the Treaſury : Or, a Poerical 
1, | Eſſay upon the following Subjects, viz. I. The Baptif- 
mal Vow. II. The Creed or Belief. III. The N 


w | logue, or Ten Commandments: IV. A ſhort Co 
e. Jon the Lord's Prayer, with Digreſſions upon the Future 
ie | Reward, Death and Hell. | Tis 
2 SUSESUAIOPSUSETESTARESTSHESSUSTHEES | 
BOOKS proper to be given away; Price 6d. 
each, Bound, or 5 s. per Dogen. | 


1 * Chriſtian Monitor, containing an Earneſt 


Exhoctation to an Holy Life: With ſome Di- 
re ctions in order thereto. Written in a plain 
Ia a nd eaſie Stile, for all ſorts of People. Printed on a lar» 
* et Letter than the former Editions. 
„A Sermon concerning the Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
f the Common Prayer. | Preached by diam Beveridge, 
15 DP. D. (lace Lord N of Sr. Aſaph) at the opening of 
e Pariſh Church of St. Perer's Cornbill, London. The 
cb. 8 wenty Seventh Edition, | | | 
A Companion to the Altar : Shewing the Nature and 


m- WNeceſſity of a Sacramental Preparation, in order to our 
18 V orthy receiving the Holy Communion. Wherein thoſe 
ich ears and Scruples about Eating and Drinking unworthily 
ns, nd of incurring our own Damnation thereby, are proy 


roundleſs and unwarrantable, Unto which are added 
rayers and Meditations preparative to a _Sacramental l 
reparation,, according to what the Church of England 
quires from her Communicants. The 1 1th Edition. 
N. BY This Companion to the Altar is bound up with 

e beſt and fineſt Common Preyers of all Sizes :(Rul'd or 
g. To which may be added the new invented Set 
A Hiſtorical Cuts, Bound in great Variety of Nice Bind. 

„ with Common: Proyers of all Sizes, Raul d or Unial.d; 

e Cuts Painted or Unpainted. inne 
Spiritual Counſel, or the Father's Advice to his Chil., 
en. The 26th Edition. By John Norris, M. A. 1 

Ys 1 


Tg” 
18 


5B O0OKS Proper to be given away. =. 
The London New Method and. Art of Teaching Chit. 
dren to Spell and Read; fo as they may, without the 

Help of any other Books, read the Bible in lefs than 
Twelve Months. Note, This Way of Teaching is ap- 
proved 8 School. Maſters as the beſt. | 
— There are ſome printed on fine Paper, bound 
up with Cuts. Price 8 d. or Gilt 10 4. 

The Daily Companion, with Chriſtian Supports un 
der the Troubles of this World, to comfort and ſuccour 
all thoſe who in this Tranſfitory Life are in Trouble, 
Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs, or any other Adverſity. Un- 
to which are added Prayers and Meditations ſuitable for 
all Perſons afflicted in Mind, Body, or Eſtate. The 
Seventh Edition, 

The Benefit of Early Piety, recommended to 211 
Young Perſons. By V. Smithies, late Morning Lecturet 
of St. Michael's Cornhil in London. The Fourteenth Edit. 

The Daily Self- Exzminant: Or, An Earneſt Perſua - 
ſive to the Duty of Daily Self Examination; with De- 
vout Prayers, Meditations, Directions and Ejaculations F” 
for an Holy Life and Happy Death. The Seventh Edition. 

The Communicanr's conſtant Exerciſe. In Two Part- 
Containing, I. An Earneſt Exhortation to the Commu |? 
nion: Wich proper Devotions Before, At, and After 
KReceiving. II. His Duty of Conſideration, Reſolution, 

and actual Amendment after Receiving the Bleſſed Sa- 
crameat. The Fifth Edition. — 

The Devour Chriſtian's Preparative to Death. Writ- - 
ten by Eraſmus, now render'd into Engliſh. To which 
are added, Medirations, Prayers and Directions for Sick 
and Dying Perſons. Recommended 67 proper to be given 1 
Funerals, The Seventh Edition. The Tree laſt by 2 
Robert Warren, D. DO. , 1 | 4 
A ſmall Number of the ſaid Tranſlation of Er!/- 7 
uz on Death, is Printed on fine Paper and t rgeſt 
Print, for the Benefit of the Aged. Price bound 17. 64 
All Printed for Edmund Parker, at the Bible and 
Drown in Lombard-Stveet. | .= 
Where likewiſe all Societies, Shopkeepers, or 
| Country Chapmen; who want "Bibles, Common- Pray. 

ers, Teſtaments, Palcers, Spelling Books, Primers, and Wi 
© other forts of Books, Ce. may be turniſh'd with then I 
| cine Wholfale or Retail at tte loweſt Prices. 
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